
Telling the story of Illinois Agriculture… 

to Teachers and Students…. 

 in ways that have meaningful impact. 

I l l i n o i s  A g r i c u l t u r e  i n  t h e  C l a s s r o o m  

2 0 0 9 - 2 0 1 0  A c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  R e p o r t  
As Reported for the Program Year September 1, 2009-August 31, 2010 



  The strength of the county programs 

are the volunteers who implement 

classroom presentations, Ag Olym-

pics, Ag Days, and assist in Summer 

Ag Institutes.  In 2009-2010, 2,899 

volunteers helped implement county 

programs.  The 2010 IAITC Volun-

teers of the Year honored at the IAA 

Annual meeting were: Beth Schultz, 

Bureau County; Jane Brangenberg, 

Calhoun County; and Cheryl Pfanz 

and Dana White. Woodford County.    

Vo lun t eers  h e lp  Tea ch ers  l ea rn  a bou t  ag r icu l tur e  and  s o  m uch  m ore!  

County AITC Volunteers

1,750

1,950

2,150

2,350

2,550

2,750

2,950

3,150

06 07 08 09 10

Year

N
um

be
r

AITC Teachers Reached 

21,500

26,500

31,500

06 07 08 09 10

Year

N
u

m
b

er

Pre-Service Teachers Reached 

900

1,200

1,500

1,800

06 07 08 09 10

Year

N
u

m
b

e
r

30,454 Teachers across the state utilized IAITC materials in the 2009-2010 program year.   Teachers who have attended a Summer Ag 

Institute are eligible for nomination for out Teacher of the Year Award.  Debbie Jimenez, St. Albert the Great School, Burbank, Cook 

County was selected our winner and received an all expense paid trip to National AITC Conference.  Linda Bush, Tri-County, Freeport, 

Stephenson County was our runner up and won an AFBF White-Reinhart Scholarship to attend the 2010 National AITC Conference in 

Baltimore, Maryland.  

    Partnering with colleges and uni-

versities to provide future teachers 

with information about the IAITC 

program, as well as information about 

agriculture and the links to science, 

social studies, language and math is a 

mainstay of the IAITC.  Last year we 

reached 1,627 future teachers at 56 

presentations.   The number of presen-

tations was an increase, although there 

were fewer participants reflecting the 

drop in number of students enrolled in 

education majors.  Key partners in-

clude UIUC, UIS, SIU, EIU, WIU, 

NIU, ISU, Aurora University, St. 

Francis, St. Xavier, Chicago State, 

Northeastern, and a new program at 

DePaul University.   

Debb ie  J im enez  

Cook  Coun ty   

AITC Teacher  o f  the  Y ear  



Ag r icu l ture  L i te ra cy  Co ver s  the  S ta te   

   Through the unique struc-

ture of the Illinois Agricul-

ture i n the Classroom pro-

gram, Agriculture Literacy 

covers the State of Illinois.  

With the support of the local 

County Farm Bureau net-

work, and the IAITC Grant 

System and key partnerships  

at  the local level with vari-

ous commodity groups, Uni-

versity of Illinois Extension, 

and local Soil and Water 

Conservation Districts,  

IAITC has the state covered!    

     During the 2009-2010 

Program year the IAITC 

provided specialized 

training to 382 county Ag 

Literacy Coordinators, vol-

unteers, and county Farm 

Bureau Managers during 

five trainings events. IAITC 

also hosted the annual Agri-

culture Awareness Confer-

ence with a focus on renew-

able energy and the National 

Ethanol Research Center.   

   Cooperation with the 

IAITC Program Council, UI 

Extension, IASWCD, FCAE 

and the various commodity 

groups, along with the sup-

port of the IAA Foundation 

make the IAITC Program 

second to none.   

 63 County Coalition Groups repre-

senting 75 counties received 

$440,000 in Grant dollars to imple-

ment program.   

 9 counties employ an Agriculture 

Literacy Coordinator without apply-

ing for IAITC Grant funds. 

 18 county program are coordinated 

through volunteer efforts.   

 All 102 counties report spending 

$2,260,063 on AITC and ag literacy 

efforts.   

 486,610 unduplicated students 

reached through IATIC 

 2, 392 attendance centers reached 

across the state. 

County AITC Spending
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nois classrooms.   In the era of con-

tinued testing, links to STEM as 

well as literacy and ties to reading 

scores will be imperative.   

     Reaching out to the non-farm 

public and showcasing agriculture 

in new and unique ways like the 

Farmers Little Helper, Farmers 

Markets and Social Media applica-

tions will become increasingly more 

important.  

    Presenting the story of Illinois 

Agriculture is the goal of IAITC.  

Reaching that goal takes the com-

bined effort 

of many peo-

ple involved 

in farming, 

agribusiness 

and educa-

tion.   

Illinois Agriculture in the Classroom supports local educa-

tional and outreach efforts by providing high quality, stan-

dards based, scientifically sound agriculture information 

that can be easily integrated by teachers into the existing 

classroom curriculum.  The goal is that Pre-K through 

High School teachers will continue to teach required sub-

jects while infusing their existing resource materials with 

agriculture related topics.   

Through the generous support of the IAA Foundation the 

following are made possible:   County Ag Literacy Grants, 

Ag Mags, Teacher Resource Guides, Summer Ag Insti-

tutes, and Teacher Grants, Ag Related Lessons and Units, 

and much more!  Check out www.agintheclassroom.org.    

   As we look ahead to the  2010-

2011 Program Year, IAITC will con-

tinue to focus on three major areas:  

Resource Development, Teacher 

Training and County Support.   Re-

source Development involves re-

searching and developing Ag Mags 

and Unit Lessons.   Teacher Training 

involves both Teachers and Pre-

Service Teacher, and County Sup-

ports means assisting the counties 

with various program efforts. 

   Ag Mags for print and reprint in-

clude:  Animal Agriculture, Urban, 

Soil, Dairy, Apple, Corn, Biotechnol-

ogy, Illinois and Nutrition.   Further-

ing our efforts will be a newly de-

signed Jr. High Ag Mag on Biotech-

nology and Careers.   

   Unit plans for After School Ag-

riculture, as well as Consumer 

Based units of student related to 

Who Grew My Soup, Early Ele-

mentary Center Activities and Ag-

riculture, and Dr. Seuss activities 

are in development stages. 

   Continued efforts with Smart 

Board lessons, as well as interac-

tive Ag Mags will supplement our 

print material resources.  IAITC 

also received a USDA Grant to 

investigate TerraNova Test appli-

cation.   

   Networking within the Agricul-

tural Education Community will 

remain a priority as we continue 

to look for ways to integrate agri-

culture into the curriculum of Illi-
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The IFB Member Services & Public Relations Division 

Education Manager is responsible for development 

and implementation of the Illinois Agriculture in the 

Classroom (IAITC) Program. IFB budget covers ex-

penses including staff, office, travel, printing, postage 

and supplies for the program.   The IAITC Program 

Council works in conjunction with the IAITC Educa-

tion Director to develop a program of work that is ap-

proved by the IAA Foundation Trustees.  The IAA 

Foundation funding continues to make many of the 

teacher and student programs as well as materials 

available to county Farm Bureaus, county Agriculture 

Literacy coordinators and others at no cost. 

1701 Towanda Avenue 

Bloomington, IL 61701 

Phone:  309-557-3334 

Fax:  309-557-2098 

www.agintheclassroom.org 

 Moving Forward 


