Illinois Agriculture in the Classroom Announces Grants to Counties
BLOOMINGTON----The Illinois Agriculture in the Classroom (AITC) program is proud to announce (YOUR COUNTY COALITION NAME HERE) has been funded (YOUR DOLLAR AMOUNT HERE) for the 2011-2012 School Year.   Illinois Agriculture in the Classroom based these grants to counties off of the 2010-2011 year end reports.  
In 2010-2011 the Illinois AITC Program reached 504,352 students with a message about agriculture. Additionally 31,581 teachers and 1,323 pre-service teachers gained from the message of how to incorporate agriculture into their existing curriculum while meeting state learning standards. 

Kevin Daugherty, Education Director for the Illinois Agriculture in the Classroom program said, “The strength of our program rests at the county level.  With a key AITC contact in every county, we provide immediate access to teachers and students the message of how they utilize agricultural products every day!”.  

“ADD YOUR QUOTE HERE ABOUT YOUR PROGRAM--OR A QUOTE FROM YOUR BOARD/CHAIR”

County Coalition Grants are made possible with funding through the IAA Foundation.  The IAA Foundation raises funds for the Illinois Agriculture in the Classroom program each year, and in addition to county grants, provides funding for AgMags, teacher grants, Summer Ag Institutes and more.  

“The IAA Foundation is pleased to contribute to IAITC efforts at the county level.  Our donors truly understand that the effectiveness of this great ag literacy effort comes from its grassroots approach”   said Susan Moore, Director of the IAA Foundation.  “These grants would not be possible without a great group of loyal contributors.”  

Partner organizations of Illinois Agriculture in the Classroom program include Illinois Farm Bureau, Facilitating Coordination in Agricultural Education (FCAE), University of Illinois Extension, Illinois Beef Association, Illinois Corn Growers, Illinois Pork Producers, Illinois Soybean Association, Illinois Department of Agriculture and the Association of Soil and Water Conservation Districts.  In addition, annual contributors include many agribusiness partners and funds raised through Foundation events.  All contributors are featured on the Foundation website:  www.iaafoundation.org.  Individuals can also find more information here on how to get involved.  

For more information on  Agriculture in the Classroom in your county contact (INSERT YOUR INFO HERE) or log on to www.agintheclassroom.org.  .  

