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Support AITC Contact Us About AITC

Teacher Resources

Contact your County Agricultural
Literacy Coordinator

Teacher Workshops

IL Farm Life

County Support
Agriculture in the Cafeteria
Environmental Stewardship
Illinois Reads

IAITC FarmWeek Weekly Article

facebook.com/ agint hecltawsistrtoeorm com/ i |l agclmisst erest.com/ i aitlcnstagram. com/


http://www.agintheclassroom.org/

Website Information

Teacher R&domuntdhes section you will find printable
and matkeeke activities that are ready for use in yo
resources available to you.

Contact Your County AgricubHerel ybuterbhtyf Cadr dun:
|l isted in alphabetical order by county. These coc
Ag Mags and kits, and they may even be able to set
with your students.

Teacher Wodr\kasrhioopuss professional devel opment opport
of which offer PDCHs. Check here often to see whe
Il L Fardn rLitfleis section, you will find photos, webs

agriculture.
County Sdalphpiosrtsection is for county coordinators a

Agriculture 1 0Thihe L£Ladteiemidi ghlights our interact
some of the farmers who grow your food!

Soci al Medio8eBomeomamasfan of our Facebook Page and |
I nstagram by clicking the Iinks on our website or
is a great place to collaborate and interact with
provide new videos, |l essons, articles and website:

Uu. S. Depart ment ofd CAgrcikc inletr er ¢ oAIgDC t o t he N@rne atna

place to go and see |l essons from Ag in the Classr
Linklsind I'inks to other agricultural organizations
upportdCAliTc&ki ng here will take you to the | AA Fou
funds for the I1I1llinois AI'TC program in order to pt

materi al s.

Cont adtHeWs you will find contact information for
always be your County Ag Literacy Coordinator, whc

About oAleTaO n about the history of both the Nationa

SeardcSlearch for | essons, activities and materi al s



| Al TC Reading fot

1 A weekly news article sent to yo
TUESDAY morning from August 14,

s Engage in Reading for I nformatio
reacti ngfitcot iaonnonnews source

April 28 | AITC FarmWeek Article:

Collaboration with ag on new IEPA director’s list

BY KAY SHIPMAN and liaison to six state agencies, includ-  relationship won’t work. “We both have

FarmWeek ing IEPA, the Illinois Department of to do our jobs,” the director added.
The Illinois Environmental Protec- Agriculture (IDOA), The statc Nutrient Loss Reduction

ton Agency (IEPA) and the state’s agni Illinois Department of  Strategy has enjoyed collaboration

cultural community make better collab- Natural Resources and  among IEPA, IDOA, IFB, many other

orators than adversaries, the new IEPA the 1llinois Pollution agriculture and commodity organiza-

dircctor told FarmWeck last weck. ® Control Board. tions, and other stakeholders. Messina
“Agriculture and the EPA are better Messina said he said discussions have included how

off sitting across the table and collabo- understands the per- best to incorporate available expertise

rating on the issues we face,” said Alec _ spective of regulated and achieve results.

Messina, who was confirmed as IEPA . sectors, having worked Recently, IEPA “came out against”

director Feb. 15 having served as acting as executive director proposed state legislation that would

director since July 1. Alec Messina  for the [llinois Envi change the Livestock Management
Messina, an attorney, addressed the ronmental Regulatory  Facilites Act and add more responsibil-

llinois Farm Bureau board for the first  Group, an industrial organization. ity to his agency, Messina said, calling

time as IEPA director. Previously, he As the new head of IEPA, Messina the change unnecessary. “Our focus

scrved as Gov. Bruce Rauner’s policy said it is important IEPA and Farm

adviser for environment and energy, Burcau work together. An adversarial See IEPA pagel2

Coll aboration with ag commumisty on | EPA director

1. The new | EPA director said agriculture and envir
Expl ain what( Atntsiwermeawmid.l vary)

2.Al ec Messina has been the acting director of | EP

(An attorney)
3.Name key partners in the statél RFPArLiI ¢ DOALOS$ $FBRad

4 What is the position of the | EPA concerning stat
Act(? ERBA mMe out Otalgamilnesgdgi sl ati on)

5.0ften, agriculture and the environment seem to b
showing that those in agricultufAndseenosswrhlteveaen

Sign upwww. dginet hecl a€bkrokmWeekly | AI TC Far mWeek ¢/
and emai l addr ess.



http://www.agintheclassroom.org

Aurasma & I-nigma

This is a technology thgénsupeedmpom&desi @awcampsder |
thus providing a composite Vview.

The free app that we use iIis called Aur asma. Downl
center brings up a menu. Click on the menu. Sel ¢
menu) . This all ows users to search for content wi
People uploading things throughftAamadgthad smu st sdrma dt
computer has documents within folders. We have 2
ilagclass and select the channel . bofTheckawnid w,beca
we create and share can be accessed.

The app allows you to use a trigger image to overl
i mage, etc. Select the crosshairs on the center ¢

i mage. Bel ow are some images to scan using Aurast

You wil |l notice that when scanning t an
i mage creating an augmented reality.

Aurasma is an app (one of many) that creates such
addition to what is in the stil!/ i mage. For examj
|l ive in action, we can show a quick video through

We can engag@ceursitousdietht sof scanning codes by creatin
even link them to additional sources or websites.
check out:

agintheclassroom. org/ Teacher Resour ces/ (

To scan QR Codes, one must have the software capal
QR code scanmnneirgmas. cavloluedsiimply hover over the cod
be directed to the content embedded in the code.


http://www.agintheclassroom.org/TeacherResources/QR%20Codes/QR%20Code%20Apple%20Quiz.pdf

Picky Pollinators

Common Core State Standar ds:
CCSS. H#liAeracy.RI . 4.5; W. 4.2
SL. 4. 4; SI . 4.5

Next Generation Science Sta
Heredity: Il nheritanceL % d V:
Bi ol ogical EvolutiohS4Unity
Engineering &B&#SDesi gn: 3

|l L Soci al Science Standards
SS. G. 2. 4

Materials

T Paper

T Coloring utensils

T Picky Pollinator worksheet (found on page 10)

T *Pollinator and plant example photos may be helop

Directions:

1 . Explain or review how pollinators carry pollen f
Hummi ngbirds, honeybees, bats, butterflies and o
have enough food, and |ikewise, fl owers have dev

Y An example of this i s tlhoen g endabrerroeawnmppe f bower f
hummi ngbird. But it would not attract a honey
trumpet fl ower is relatively scentless) and t
nectar of the fl ower.

2.Provide every student with a worksheet on the ne
up .

3.Each student should ask his or her partner the ¢
shape, snack, etc. and record the answers

4 Using t hesirr epsaprotnnseers , have each student design ar
attract their partner.

5.Have the students present the flowers to the <cl a
woul d attract their partner and why?

Lesson Extender

T After the students have designed a flower to att
Now each student must draw a pollinator with ada
flower. Write a short paragraph explaining how e



Picky Pollinators

.Ask your partner the foll owing questions and rec
provi ded.

What is your _favorite color?

What is your favorite shape?

What smells good to you?

What i s your_favorite food?

Il n the space above, design and dr aw & fplroeweerr etnhcae
creative when imagining the features that woul d
these features and howstpheywsoenatlt poaefepantasr




Bag Butterflies

Common Core State Standards:
CCSS. HliAeracy: W. K. 1, SL. 1.5

Ne xt Generation Science Standar ds:
Structures and SAHrocesses: K

|l L Soci al Science Standar ds:
SS. G. 2. 4

Material s:
T Colored construction paper, confetti, cellophane
1 Snack size ZiplocE bags

9 Pipe cleaners

Directions:

1.Your butterfly wild!/l be made by filling a ZiplocE
or tissue paper. I f you are using paper or cell o
2.Pl ace the paper, cell ophane, or confetti into th
unfill ed.

3.Seal the ZiplocE and fold the unfilled portion o

4 Wrap a black pipe cleaner around the middle of vy
cleaner to make it |l ook | i ke antennae.




Beanie Baby

Common Core State Standards:
CCSS. H#liAeracy. RI . 4. 3; RI . 4. 4; RI . 4.
CCSS. Math. Content. 4. MD. A. 2

Ne xt Generation Science Standar ds:
Structure & PropPRS# i es of Matter: 5

|l L Soci al Science Standar ds:
SS. EC. 1. 4; SS. EC. 2. 4; SS. EC. FL. 1. 4; SS. G. 2. 4; SS. (

Material s:

T Jewelrysoeakaeble bag (found in craft stores)

T Crystal Soil (found in plant -4nbu2r2séelr)i es or from F

T Hol e Punch

T Water

T Measuring Spoons

T Soybeans

T Yarn

Directions:

1.Punch a hole in the top of your bag, above the z

2.Place 1/ 4 teaspoon of Crystal Soi l into the bag.

3.Dro® Isoybeans into the bag.

4 Add one tabl espoon of water.

5.Seal your bag firmly.

6.l nsert the yarn into the hole to make a neckl ace

7.Use the yarn to hang your Beanie Baby around the
and heat. You might want to wear it around your
your Beanie Baby!

8.Check your Beanie Baby sever al times a day to wa

9. Record the growth on a chart.

Lesson Extender:

Soybeans have many d&fé$eceaeatyuseBExphaitodhgw t he
since George Washington Carver studied them. Be
information from the reading.

==



Water Cycle in a Bag

Common Core State Standards:
CCSS. Math. Content. 3. MD. A. 2

Ne xt Generation Science Standar ds:
Earé® hSy st eEmsS:2 2

I L Soci al Science Standar ds:
SS. G. 2. 4

Materi al s:

Asandwiiched zi pper APealmamaens mar kers

AAquarium rock ATabl espoon
A cup measuring cédWwater
APacking tape Awater cycle illustration

(foumdvwatagi nt hec)assroom. or g

rections:
.Pl ace the copy of the water cycle illustration i

.Using permanent markers, trace over all the bl ac

Di
1
2
3.After tracing the picture, remove the copy from
4 Add 2 tablespoons of aquarium rock to the bottom
5.Add 1 cup water to the bag.

6

.Using wide clear packing tape, affix the bag to
work right inside your sandwich bag.



http://www.agintheclassroom.org

Career Connections

Common Core State

CCSS. HliAeracy. RI
W.

Ne xt

5. 4; W. 5. 7

Generation
Earth and HumabBS®&tivity:

W. 5.

|l L Soci al Science

Material s:

Standar ds:

. 5. 1;

8;

Standar ds:
SS. G. 2.5; SS. G. 38 5L CSS. EC. FL. 1.6

W. 5.

R

Science

T USDA Living Science car
careler s/

T Access to books, poster

Directions:

1. Assign each student one
copy of the poster for
students in order to fo

2.Students should invest:i
articles, etc). Addi ti
WWW. mycaert .-pcroaf/iclaggse er

3.Have each student shari
a poster to share with
vy Career title
Yy Career description
Y Education requiremen
Yy Sal ary Range
Yy Job Outl ook
Y How might a professi
Y How might a professi
Strategy?

4 After all students have

Lesson Extender:

T After all groups have p
based on the informatio
reasons for making thei
presentation as well as

. 5.9; RI

Standar d¥f

10

MS

eerhtptosd er/swwWwa.l smr if owlintdu ro
s, Iinternet articles, &etc
of the USDA Living Scien
their assigned career. Y
rm groups for | ater assig
gate their assigned caree
onal information on agric
ng the same career form a
the cl ass. The poster sh
t s

onal in the assigned care
onal in the assigned care

completed their posters,

resented their posters to
n presentedg.agekEgpampest td an
r particular career choic
their own research.


https://www.agriculture.purdue.edu/usda/careers/
https://www.agriculture.purdue.edu/usda/careers/
http://www.mycaert.com/career-profiles

The Hats of a Farmer

Common Core State Standards:
CCSS. HEliAeracy. RI . 5. 4,; SL.5.1

I L Soci al Science Standards:
SS. G. 2. 5; SS. G. 38 5MC;SSSE CE¢x.L1-45 CSS. EC. 3. 6
SS. EC81LE€E; SS. G.1.5; SS. G. 2. 5; SS. G. 3. 5; SS. G. 4.5

Mat eri al s:
9 Farnmi®cenari o fGaurndds on pages 15 & 16)

T Tape
T Markers or Chal k
T Paper

Backgr oluned:] ob of a farmer requires much®& mbaemeémham
computers and gl obal positioning systems (GPS) to
a faegmpob requires knowing about ani mal science, \
knowl edge to make decisions everyday!

Directions:

1.Start off by asking students to brainstorm what
responses on a chalk board or | arge piece of pap
2. Prepar e MFaemerri of oGarsdtsudent wuse. Sample scenari os
should receive one scenari o.

3.Prepare a category chart on the chalk board or w
represent the knowledge/skills farmers need to d
Y ani mal science
Y technol ogy
Y meteorology (weather)
Y botany (plants)
Y bookkeeping
Y stock markets
Y ot her
4 Have students read their card aloud. Then, have
put it there.
5.Lead a class discussion using the following ques
Yy Compare your brainstorm with the answers from
Y What type of training and education do far mer
Y What are you | earning in sc@&ojpodb?hat might re
Y How does a farmer use technology? How do you

Lesson Extender:
Read@entur ywyFaCrrms Peterson and di scuss hda&w jtoebc hamadl «
knowl edge their job requires.




