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Web Presence 

www.agintheclassroom.org 

facebook.com/agintheclassroom twitter.com/ilagclass pinterest.com/iaitc Instagram.com/ilaitc 

http://www.agintheclassroom.org/
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Teacher ResourcesðIn this section you will find printable lesson plans, lesson booklets, AITC materials 

and make-n-take activities that are ready for use in your classroom.  You will also find grants and other 

resources available to you. 

 

Contact Your County Agricultural Literacy CoordinatorðHere you will find our County Coordinators 

listed in alphabetical order by county.  These coordinators will help you obtain our free resources, including 

Ag Mags and kits, and they may even be able to set up time to come into your classroom to do activities 

with your students.  

 

Teacher WorkshopsðVarious professional development opportunities for educators are available, many 

of which offer PDCHs.  Check here often to see when these are offered in your area. 

 

IL Farm LifeðIn this section, you will find photos, website links and other resources about general Illinois 

agriculture.   

 

County SupportðThis section is for county coordinators and staff. 

 

Agriculture in the CafeteriaðThis section highlights our interactive My Illinois Plate poster. You can meet 

some of the farmers who grow your food!   

 

Social Media ButtonsðBecome a fan of our Facebook Page and follow us on Twitter, Pintrest and 

Instagram by clicking the links on our website or by searching for Illinois Agriculture in the Classroom.  This 

is a great place to collaborate and interact with other teachers and share wonderful ideas.  We also work to 

provide new videos, lessons, articles and websites that will help you with lessons in your classroom.  

 

U.S. Department of Agriculture AITCðClick here to go to the National AITC website.  This is a great 

place to go and see lessons from Ag in the Classroom programs around the country.   

 

LinksðFind links to other agricultural organizations. 

 

Support AITCðClicking here will take you to the IAA Foundation website.  The IAA Foundation raises 

funds for the Illinois AITC program in order to provide educators with free or low cost information and 

materials. 

 

Contact UsðHere you will find contact information for Illinois AITC.  However, your first contact should 

always be your County Ag Literacy Coordinator, who is your link for free materials, kits and information. 

 

About AITCðLearn about the history of both the National and Illinois Ag in the Classroom Programs. 

 

SearchðSearch for lessons, activities and materials that will be useful in your classroom. 

 
 

Website Information 
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April 28 IAITC FarmWeek Article: 

¶ A weekly news article sent to your email in time to use every 

TUESDAY morning from August 14, 2017 through June 11, 2018! 

¶ Engage in Reading for Informational Text, Current Events and 

reacting to a non-fiction news source  

Collaboration with ag community on IEPA directorôs list 

1. The new IEPA director said agriculture and environment should be collaborators not adversaries.   

 Explain what this means. (Answers will vary) 

2. Alec Messina has been the acting director of IEPA since July 1, 2016.What is his given occupation.  

 (An attorney) 

3. Name key partners in the state Nutrient Loss Reduction Strategy. (IEPA, IDOA, IFB and others) 

4. What is the position of the IEPA concerning state legislation about livestock Management Facilities 

 Act? (IEPA ócame out againstô the legislation) 

5. Often, agriculture and the environment seem to be at odds with each other. What evidence can you cite 

 showing that those in agriculture demonstrate environmental support. (Answers will vary) 

Sign up on line.  www.agintheclassroom.org.  Click Weekly IAITC FarmWeek Article and provide your name, grade, 
and email address. 

IAITC Reading for Informational Text 

http://www.agintheclassroom.org
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This is a technology that superimposes a computer-generated image on a userôs view of the real world, 

thus providing a composite view.  

  

The free app that we use is called Aurasma.  Download the app.  When open, the arrow in the bottom 

center brings up a menu.  Click on the menu.  Select the magnifying glass (fourth option on bottom of 

menu).  This allows users to search for content within Aurasma.  

  

People uploading things through Aurasma must create content within ñchannels.ò  This is similar to how a 

computer has documents within folders.  We have 2 channels:  IAITC and ilagclass.  Search for IAITC and 

ilagclass and select the channel.  There will be an option to follow.  Follow both channels.  Now, content 

we create and share can be accessed. 

 

The app allows you to use a trigger image to overlay something on top.  The overlay could be a video, 3d 

image, etc.  Select the crosshairs on the center of the bottom.  This allows you to attempt to scan an 

image.  Below are some images to scan using Aurasma.   

You will notice that when scanning the images, an overlay gets triggered and content displays over the 

image creating an augmented reality.  

 

Aurasma is an app (one of many) that creates such overlays which allows users to display content in 

addition to what is in the still image.  For example, IAITC has Poultry trading cards, but to see the chickens 

live in action, we can show a quick video through the use of Aurasma.  

   

We can engage studentsô curiosity of scanning codes by creating games, scavenger hunts, storytelling and 

even link them to additional sources or websites.  For an example of the Illinois Ag in the Classroom QR 

code quiz, check out: 

http://www.agintheclassroom.org/TeacherResources/QR%20Codes/QR%20Code%20Apple%20Quiz.pdf 

 

 

or scan 

 

 

To scan QR Codes, one must have the software capable of scanning the codes.  The recommended free 

QR code scanner is called i-nigma.  You simply hover over the code and line up the crosshairs and you will 

be directed to the content embedded in the code. 

Aurasma & i-nigma 

http://www.agintheclassroom.org/TeacherResources/QR%20Codes/QR%20Code%20Apple%20Quiz.pdf
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Picky Pollinators  
 
Common Core State Standards:  

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.4.5; W.4.2; W.4.4; SL.4.1; SL.4.3; 

SL.4.4; Sl.4.5 

Next Generation Science Standards:  

Heredity: Inheritance and Variation of Traits: 3-LS3 

Biological Evolution: Unity and Diversity: 3-LS4 

Engineering and Design: 3-5-ETS1 

IL Social Science Standards 

SS.G.2.4 

 
Materials:  
¶ Paper 
¶ Coloring utensils 
¶ Picky Pollinator worksheet (found on page 10) 
¶ *Pollinator and plant example photos may be helpful 
 
Directions: 
1. Explain or review how pollinators carry pollen from one flower to another of the same species. 
Hummingbirds, honeybees, bats, butterflies and other pollinators have adapted to make sure that they 
have enough food, and likewise, flowers have developed adaptations to attract specific pollinators.  
Ý An example of this is the red trumpet flower. Itôs long narrow  tube shape is perfect for a hovering 
hummingbird. But it would not attract a honey bee. Honey bees are attracted to sweet scents (the 
trumpet flower is relatively scentless) and they need somewhere to land while they collect the 
nectar of the flower.   

2. Provide every student with a worksheet on the next page and coloring utensils, then pair the students 
up. 

3. Each student should ask his or her partner the questions on the sheet regarding their favorite color, 
shape, snack, etc. and record the answers. 

4. Using their partnerôs responses, have each student design and draw a flower that would effectively 
attract their partner. 

5. Have the students present the flowers to the class, making sure they identify which specific features 
would attract their partner and why? 

 
Lesson Extender:   
¶ After the students have designed a flower to attract a pollinator, have the partners switch papers again. 
Now each student must draw a pollinator with adaptations to collect the food/nectar/reward from the 
flower. Write a short paragraph explaining how each feature works to accomplish its goal.  
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Picky Pollinators  
1. Ask your partner the following questions and record his or her responses in the spaces 
provided. 

 
¶ What is your favorite color?                      

            
¶ What is your favorite shape?                       

           
¶ What smells good to you?                        
 
¶ What is your favorite food?                        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. In the space above, design and draw a flower that is adapted to your partnerôs preferences. Be 
creative when imagining the features that would appeal to your partner. Then, below, describe 
these features and how they suit your partnerôs personal preferences.  
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Bag Butterflies 
Common Core State Standards: 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy: W.K.1; SL.1.5 

Next Generation Science Standards: 

Structures and Processes:  K-LS1-1 

IL Social Science Standards:  

SS.G.2.4 

 

Materials: 

¶ Colored construction paper, confetti, cellophane, or tissue paper 

¶ Snack size ZiplocÈ bags 

¶ Pipe cleaners 

 

Directions: 

1. Your butterfly will be made by filling a ZiplocÈ bag with colored construction paper, confetti, cellophane, 

or tissue paper. If you are using paper or cellophane, cut or tear it into small pieces. 

2. Place the paper, cellophane, or confetti into the ZiplocÈ bag. Leave about an inch of the ZiplocÈ 

unfilled. 

3. Seal the ZiplocÈ and fold the unfilled portion of the bag to the back of your butterfly. 

4. Wrap a black pipe cleaner around the middle of your ZiplocÈ bag and twist it at the top. Shape the pipe 

cleaner to make it look like antennae. 
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Common Core State Standards:  

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.4.3; RI.4.4; RI.4.5; RF.4.3a 

CCSS.Math.Content.4.MD.A.2 

Next Generation Science Standards: 

Structure & Properties of Matter: 5-PS1-4 

IL Social Science Standards: 

SS.EC.1.4; SS.EC.2.4; SS.EC.FL.1.4; SS.G.2.4; SS.G.3.4 

Materials: 

¶ Jewelry size re-sealable bag (found in craft stores)  

¶ Crystal Soil (found in plant nurseries or from Flinn Scientific 800-452-1261) 

¶ Hole Punch 

¶ Water 

¶ Measuring Spoons 

¶ Soybeans 

¶ Yarn 

 

Directions: 

1. Punch a hole in the top of your bag, above the zipper seal. 

2. Place 1/4 teaspoon of Crystal Soil into the bag. 

3. Drop 1-2 soybeans into the bag. 

4. Add one tablespoon of water. 

5. Seal your bag firmly. 

6. Insert the yarn into the hole to make a necklace. 

7. Use the yarn to hang your Beanie Baby around the room to chart the effect of various exposures to light 

and heat.  You might want to wear it around your neck, under your shirt to provide constant heat for 

your Beanie Baby! 

8. Check your Beanie Baby several times a day to watch the process of germination. 

9. Record the growth on a chart. 

 

Lesson Extender:   

¶ Soybeans have many different uses in todayôs society.  Explain how the use of soybeans has evolved 

since George Washington Carver studied them.  Be sure to include your own experiences along with 

information from the reading. 

 

   

Beanie Baby 
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Common Core State Standards:   

CCSS.Math.Content.3.MD.A.2 

Next Generation Science Standards:   

Earthôs Systems:  2-ESS2-3 

IL Social Science Standards: 

SS.G.2.4 

Materials: 

Å  Sandwich-sized zipper seal bags   Å  Permanent markers  

Å  Aquarium rock        Å  Tablespoon  

Å  ı cup measuring cup      Å  Water  

Å  Packing tape         Å  Water cycle illustration  

             (found at www.agintheclassroom.org) 

Directions: 

1. Place the copy of the water cycle illustration inside the bag and close the bag.  

2. Using permanent markers, trace over all the black lines, including the numbers.  

3. After tracing the picture, remove the copy from the bag.  

4. Add 2 tablespoons of aquarium rock to the bottom of the bag.  

5. Add ı cup water to the bag.  

6. Using wide clear packing tape, affix the bag to a window in direct sunlight and watch the water cycle at 

work right inside your sandwich bag.  

Water Cycle in a Bag 

http://www.agintheclassroom.org
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Common Core State Standards:  

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.5.1; RI.5.9; RI.5.10; SL.5.1; SL.5.4; W.5.2; 

W.5.4; W.5.7; W.5.8; W.5.10 

Next Generation Science Standards:   

Earth and Human Activity: MS-ESS3-4 

IL Social Science Standards: 

SS.G.2.5; SS.G.3.5; SS.EC.FL.1.6-8.LC 

Materials: 

¶ USDA Living Science career posters (also found online at https://www.agriculture.purdue.edu/usda/

careers/) 

¶ Access to books, posters, internet articles, etc. 

 

Directions:  

1. Assign each student one of the USDA Living Science career posters. Give the students a laminated 

copy of the poster for their assigned career.  You may choose to assign the same career to multiple 

students in order to form groups for later assignments.  

2. Students should investigate their assigned career using all resources available (books, posters, internet 

articles, etc).  Additional information on agricultural career pathways may also be found at 

www.mycaert.com/career-profiles. 

3. Have each student sharing the same career form a group.  The group should use their findings to create 

a poster to share with the class.  The poster should include the following information: 

Ý Career title 

Ý Career description 

Ý Education requirements 

Ý Salary Range 

Ý Job Outlook 

Ý How might a professional in the assigned career be useful to a farmer? 

Ý How might a professional in the assigned career fit into the Illinois Nutrient Loss Reduction 

Strategy? 

4. After all students have completed their posters, have each group present their poster to the class. 

 

Lesson Extender: 

¶ After all groups have presented their posters to the class, have each student make a career choice 

based on the information presented.  Each student should then write a one-page paper stating their 

reasons for making their particular career choice.  Their report should include evidence from the 

presentation as well as their own research. 

Career Connections 

https://www.agriculture.purdue.edu/usda/careers/
https://www.agriculture.purdue.edu/usda/careers/
http://www.mycaert.com/career-profiles
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The Hats of a Farmer 
Common Core State Standards: 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.5.4; SL.5.1 

IL Social Science Standards: 

SS.G.2.5; SS.G.3.5; SS.EC.FL.1.6-8.MC; SS.EC.1.5; SS.EC.3.6-8.MC; 

SS.EC.1.6-8.LC; SS.G.1.5; SS.G.2.5; SS.G.3.5; SS.G.4.5  

Materials: 

¶ Farmer ñScenario Cardsò (found on pages 15 & 16) 

¶ Tape  

¶ Markers or Chalk  

¶ Paper  

 

Background: The job of a farmer requires much more than knowing about crops. Todayôs farmer uses 

computers and global positioning systems (GPS) to help determine where to plant crops. Other aspects of 

a farmerôs job requires knowing about animal science, weather, and stock markets. Farmers use this 

knowledge to make decisions everyday!  

Directions: 

1. Start off by asking students to brainstorm what skills farmers need to do their jobs. Record the 

responses on a chalk board or large piece of paper.  

2. Prepare Farmer ñScenario Cardsò for student use. Sample scenarios cards are included. Each student 

should receive one scenario.  

3. Prepare a category chart on the chalk board or wall for students to place cards on. The categories 

represent the knowledge/skills farmers need to do their jobs. Include the following categories:  

Ý animal science  

Ý technology  

Ý meteorology (weather)  

Ý botany (plants)  

Ý bookkeeping  

Ý stock markets  

Ý other  

4. Have students read their card aloud. Then, have students place it in a category and explain why they 

put it there.  

5. Lead a class discussion using the following questions: 

Ý Compare your brainstorm with the answers from the activity. Did you discover anything new? 

Ý What type of training and education do farmers need?  

Ý What are you learning in school that might relate to a farmerôs job?  

Ý How does a farmer use technology? How do you use technology?  

 

Lesson Extender: 

Read Century Farm by Cris Peterson and discuss how technology has changed a farmerôs job and the 

knowledge their job requires.  


