Sheep are a species of livestock. They are There are over 200 breeds of sheep in the world.
a small, ruminant animal. Sheep are primarily They come in different sizes, shapes, and
raised for wool, but some are raised for meat colors, and have a variety of unique types of
and milk. Alpaca, bison, muskox, and some wool. There are around 53,000 sheep being
breeds of rabbits and goats are other kinds of raised in lllinois alone, producing around
animals that are raised for their wool. 160,000 pounds of wool a year.

Different parts of a
sheep's body have
different types of wool.
The wool will differ in
quality, crimp, length, and
strength. The diameter of
the wool fiber is important
The removal of wool from the sheep is called in determining the quality
shearing. Wool straight from the sheep is greasy
and dirty and has to be cleaned, or scoured, before
it can be used for different products. For many
years, sheep were sheared with hand shears that
look like big scissors. Today, electric shears are
more popular as they are faster and reduce the yarn is then used to make
possibility of cutting the sheep's skin. clothing and other textiles.

and price of the wool.
Once the wool is sheared,
cleaned, and dyed, it can
be spun into yarn. The







