
OCTOBER 2026

 CULTIVATING
ENVIRONMENTAL

CHAMPIONS

Sprouting Change:



Sprouting Change

Environmental education is becoming a part of the world
students experience every day. 

The reasoning behind the mandate:

If we want students to understand climate change, we have to teach them about the
environment around them. An easy way to do that is with agriculture.



Sprouting Change

Agriculture is more than where our food comes from... 

When we teach a student how to plant a seed, we are teaching them
about soil health. 

When we teach them about soil, we are teaching students about
erosion and nutrients.

When we teach about pollution, we are helping them understand
pollutants move through air, water and soil... which directly impacts

THEM.

Agriculture & Environmental Education are Partners 



SAY IT WITH SOIL
All you need:

Soil Quotes Student Worksheets

SOIL

“Essentially, all life depends on the soil...
There can be no life without soils and no soil

without life: they have evolved together.”
-Charles E. Kellogg, 1938

https://www.agintheclassroom.org/soil/posts/say-it-with-soil/
https://www.agintheclassroom.org/soil/posts/say-it-with-soil/


AGRICULTURE AND
ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION
Connections:

Shows students that soil is
interconnected with all living things
Inspires them to view soil with
respect and a deeper understanding
of its importance 
Introduces famous quotes from
historical figures

SOIL



Peel of the “Land
used for food crops”

= USABLE SOIL

A SLICE OF SOIL
All you need:

Apple Pairing Knife Cutting Board

SOIL

https://www.agintheclassroom.org/soil/posts/slice-of-soil/
https://www.agintheclassroom.org/soil/posts/slice-of-soil/


AGRICULTURE AND
ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION
Connections:

Challenges students’ perspective on
available land for agriculture
Helps develop deeper appreciation
for the land
Highlights importance of preserving
soil

SOIL



SOIL YOUR UNDIES
All you need:

Cotton Underwear Sense of HumorStudent Worksheets

SOIL



AGRICULTURE AND
ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION
Connections:

Demonstrates the importance of
healthy soil
Introduces microorganisms and their
role in decomposition
Highlights how human activity can
impact environments

SOIL



WHAT IS SOIL?
All you need:

Compeer Soil Kit MicroscopeStudent Worksheets

SOIL

https://www.agintheclassroom.org/soil/posts/what-is-soil/


AGRICULTURE AND
ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION
Connections:

Soil makeup gives farmers clues about
water retention and drainage
Affects how nutrients pass through,
which affects crop health
Puts students in the mindframe of a
farmer managing their crop

SOIL



PUMPKIN JACK
WASTE &

COMPOSTS

All you need:
Small pie pumpkin
Large clear container
with tight lid
Potting Soil

https://www.agintheclassroom.org/pumpkin/posts/pumpkin-jack/


WASTE &
COMPOSTS

AGRICULTURE AND
ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION

Connections:
Demonstrates how decomposition returns
nutrients to the soil and supports future
plant growth
Explores environmental benefits of
composting
Students discover ways to reduce waste by
identifying compostable and non-
compostable materials



WAD-O-WATERSHED

WATER

All you need:
Large, Clear Plastic
tub
Waxed Paper (at
least two feet per
student) 
 Spray bottle filled
with colored water
Copies of student
Worksheet  

https://www.agintheclassroom.org/awesome-agriculture/water/
https://www.agintheclassroom.org/water/posts/wad-o-watershed/


WATER

Connections:
Introduces watersheds and their importance

Demonstrates how easily sediment and
pollution move through watersheds

Uses local watershed connections to highlight
the importance of preserving and protecting
water in their own communities

AGRICULTURE AND
ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION



WATER FILTER

WATER

All you need:
Clear plastic bottles 
Coffee filter 
Fabric pieces 
Rocks or pebbles 
Sand 
Mulch or leaves 
Other recycled and/or
organic materials

https://www.agintheclassroom.org/water/posts/water-filter/


WATER

Connections:
Challenges students to design and build a water
filtration system for a polluted water source
Hands-on culminating activity for learning about
water pollution

Easily make connections to the important role of
water in agricultural production and farm
management

AGRICULTURE AND
ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION



WEATHER

WIND AT WORK ON THE FARM

All you need:
Pinwheel
 1 pencil with eraser 
4 Dixie cups 
2 drinking straws 
1 pushpin 
Markers 
Tape 
Hole punch or scissors 
Pictures of wind in ag (See
resources)

https://www.agintheclassroom.org/sustainability/posts/wind-at-work-on-the-farm/


WEATHER

AGRICULTURE AND
ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION
Connections:

Helps students make real-world connections to
current extreme weather patterns
Shows how wind can be helpful or harmful to
farmers depending on how extreme

Students identify when wind is helpful to farmers,
such as for pollination and livestock cooling



PIGS, PORK, & BIOSECURITY

ANIMALS

https://www.agintheclassroom.org/awesome-agriculture/pork/
https://www.agintheclassroom.org/pork/posts/pigs-pork-biosecurity/


AGRICULTURE AND
ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION
Connections:

Explores how farmers care for the health, comfort,
and well-being of livestock

Demonstrates livestock manure repurposed as
fertilizer for sustainable farming practices

Reinforces mandates of environmental
stewardship, recycling, and resource
conservation

ANIMALS



PIGS, PORK, &
BIOSECURITY

ANIMALS

All you need:
Plush pigs
Dried corn kernels and
soybeans for pig feed
Bowls or small buckets
Pig brushes
Glo germ powder
Black light flashlight
Hand sanitizer
Rubber gloves

https://www.agintheclassroom.org/pork/posts/pigs-pork-biosecurity/
https://www.agintheclassroom.org/pork/posts/pigs-pork-biosecurity/
https://www.agintheclassroom.org/pork/posts/pigs-pork-biosecurity/


WEATHER

DRIP DROP ERODE
All you need:

Splash Zone Target
 Erosion example cards 
Erosion Prevention cards 
5 teaspoons of dry soil 
Eyedroppers 
Water 
“Weathering and Erosion” by
Torrey Maloof



ROOTS TO THE RESCUE
SOIL

All you need:
2 paint trays 
potting soil 
microgreens growing in
1 tray
Measuring cup
 water 
tray for runoff 
video of experiment
(see resources)



MORE THAN
MEAT

ANIMALS

All you need:
Picture or poster of a beef cow
Printed out labels
Pictures or real examples of:

Baseball glove
Paintbrush
Crayons
Shampoo
Tennis racket
Fertilizer/manure
Gummy bears
Piano keys

Tape or another way to attach
labels



TOGETHER WE WILL CONTINUE TO
CULTIVATE ENVIRONMENTAL
CHAMPIONS FOR THE FUTURE

Thank you for being here!



WEBSITE
agintheclassroom.org

https://www.agintheclassroom.org/


SOIL CEREAL STACK

SOIL

OTHER WAYS TO
TEACH SOIL
HORIZONS

https://www.agintheclassroom.org/soil/posts/soil-cereal-stack/
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