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Lessons + Ag Mags + Presentations +
Resources 

90 County Coordinators 
help us reach

600,000+ Students in Illinois 

ILLINOIS AITC



Discover new
chicken hatching

and life cycle
activities. 

Gain knowledge
and confidence

to engage
students in hands

on learning.

OBJECTIVESOBJECTIVES
Explore cross-

curricular ideas,
materials and

book
recommendations.
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CAN AN EGG FROM THE
GROCERY STORE

HATCH A BABY CHICK? 
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https://www.agintheclassroom.org/awesome-agriculture/poultry/




Step 1: Contact your County Coordinator

Step 2: Secure fertilized eggs 
County Coordinators can help with this

Step 3: Use the Incubation Tips & Tricks
page as your guide

Don’t be afraid! 
 

EGG INCUBATION



6 egg-citing activities to take you through 3
weeks of egg incubation
2 activities a week 

1 activity on paper
1 hands-on lab experiment

1 convenient booklet to keep it all together

EMBRYOLOGY EXPLORATION



Students use number sense to make a
prediction

Give them ownership; not all predictions
need to be the same 

Write a complete sentence about their
prediction 
Use numbers and operations in base 10
understanding to compare prediction with
classmate

***Teachers, expect 50-85% of eggs to hatch 

HATCH PREDICTION
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Read the passage together 

Use the descriptive words in the text and prior
knowledge to identify the parts of the egg

Practice using a diagram to identify specific
parts of the egg

EGG ANATOMY 
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Use the Egg Anatomy diagram from previous
page
Draw and identify parts before any touching 

Toothpick or chopstick might be useful as
probe 

Discus air cell and why you can’t see it 
WASH YOUR HANDS 

EGG DISSECTION
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Keep a record of incubation
information each day
Candle the eggs around day 4
use high-intensity LED flashlight and
modeling clay
Works best with white eggs
Brush dirt away. DO NOT WASH EGGS

DAILY INCUBATION 
OBSERVATION

CANDLING



DAILY INCUBATION 
OBSERVATION



Prepare ahead 
Soak eggs in
vinegar

Observe eggshell
and make prediction
Shows that air and
water able to pass
through shell for the
developing embryo

SHELL POROSITY



What should happen?
 As the eggs soak, the egg placed in water will
swell, becoming noticeably larger and heavier. 
The egg placed in the corn syrup will become
smaller and lighter. 

***More ways to show porosity of egg when you
use the full lesson plan. 

SHELL POROSITY



Make predictions 
Groups of 5 at a station 
Pick 1 “beak” and one “food” to
start with
20 seconds on the clock; try to
collect food 
Record amount collected 

BIRD BEAK LAB



Repeat for remaining foods 
When all foods have been
collected, pass your “beak”
Repeat for all 5 “beaks” 

BIRD BEAK LAB
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A few simple terms 
Reviews life cycle 
Pairs great with a book

CHICKEN
TERMINOLOGY
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FUN FACTSFUN FACTS
A chicken egg’s shell
has tiny pores that
allow air and moisture
to pass through for the
growing chick.

Chickens have a
special way of dust
bathing to keep their
feathers clean and
free of parasites.

Chickens can see in
full color and have
excellent eyesight,
even better than
humans in some ways.

A hen can lay over
250 eggs in a single
year under the right
conditions.
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OTHER READING
RESOURCES

OTHER READING
RESOURCES

https://www.agintheclassroom.org/media/st5oksqy/poultry.pdf
https://www.agintheclassroom.org/media/st5oksqy/poultry.pdf


Contact Your County
Coordinator

Sign up for our monthly
newsletter

https://iaitc.co/fieldworkhttps://iaitc.co/countycontact



THANK YOU!THANK YOU!




