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with an Ag Teacher and an English Teacher
Ag Literacy Adventure



As you come in, introduce yourself to
the person next to you and tell them a story about
a memorable favorite food from your childhood.

with an Ag Teacher and an English Teacher
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The Goal:
Increase critical reading & reading comprehension skills.

NCES’ 2022 Reading Assessment showed that nine-year-
olds had the largest decline in reading since 1990.

Concepts and
Definitions

Ag Teachers
have the real-world context,

lack the strategies to help
students understand it

English Teachers
have the learning strategies, 
struggle to apply concepts to

real-world applications



Class
Preview Children’s Books:

Fiction
Children’s story

books

Childrens’ Books:
Creative Nonfiction

Biographies,
historical references

Traditional
Nonfiction Text
Ag Mags, current

events articles, etc.

Images & Videos
Real or 

illustrated/animated



Try it with:

My Childhood
Tasted Like...

Students brainstorm a list of
foods from their childhood,
choose one and write about
the memories surrounding it
before sharing with the class.



Ode to a Vegetable

Students learn about Chilean poet Pablo Neruda
and his "odes" to various foods, then write

poetry about their favorite vegetables.

Try it with:



Ode to a Vegetable
Example: Haiku

First fruit of the year
 Laying on a bed of straw

 Seeds on the outside



Try it with:

Collaborative
Annotation

Students gather around one large-print copy of an
engaging text and use different colored markers

to annotate the text and comment on each others'
written thoughts in a "silent discussion."



Collaborative
Annotation

 In small groups, gather around one large sticky note on the wall. 1.

 Silently, read through the passage on the note.2.

 Using your marker, write down your thoughts in the empty space.3.

 As your groupmates add their thoughts, respond to them on the paper.4.

 Continue to engage in this silent, written “discussion” until time is called.5.



Try it with:

One Minute Write

Students respond to a text, image, or video by
writing down their thoughts for one full minute.



Try it with:

6-Word Memoir

Students summarize the life of a person or
character (real or fictional) in just six words.



6-Word Memoir
Examples

Perfect world?
Everyone has a garden.

Vegetables are great;
bacon is too.

Happier with dirt
under my fingernails.

John Deere:
Bent some metal.

Changed the world.

Frida Caplan:
Bought weird fruit.

People ate it.

Norman Borlaug:
My greatest friends
are wheat heads.



Identity Web

Students describe the life of a person by creating
a web with descriptive words about them.



Try it with:

Text Coding

Students use a coding
system (provided by the

teacher, or developed by the
student) to annotate a text.



Blackout Poetry

Students create poetry from a short nonfiction
text by using a permanent marker to "blackout"
all the words they don't want to use. Then they

create a poem using the words that remain.

Try it with:



Blackout Poetry
Example

“Honey Bees”
Large colonies
One Queen
Thousands of worker bees
Taking care of the young
protecting the hive
bringing back
Nectar
              and 
                         Pollen
Honey for the hive to eat.
We eat every day
because of:

Honey Bees.



Try it with:

Read with a
Question in Mind

With prompting from the teacher,
students develop questions about a topic
prior to reading a text. Then, as they read,
they read with a purpose: find answers to

some of the class questions.



Alternative
Perspective Writing

Students write about a topic, event,
or story from the perspective of

conflicting “characters.”

Try it with:



Reading a
Visual Image

Teachers will "black out" 3/4 of an image at a time
and project it while students look closely and take
notes. Then, students see the full image and share

their comprehension of the "text."

Try it with:













Interview an Image

Students will look closely at an image & create
questions they would ask to learn more about it.

Try it with:



Two-Column Notes

Headings can be customized
depending on the "text" being

used. Most versions include
"Information" in the first column
and some form of "Reactions" in

the second column.

Try it with:



Key Takeaways

Engaging texts
and thought-

provoking
reading and
discussion

strategies bring
topics to life in

ANY classroom.

Kids want to be
able to read and
think critically in
today’s world -
they just need
new ways to

learn how to do
this well.

Ag literacy &
reading literacy

can happen
simultaneously. 

With a little work,
every teacher can be

a reading teacher
and an ag teacher.



THANK YOU!

Sign up for IAITC Newsletter


