Turkeys

Turkeys are large birds that are native to North

America and have been here for millions of years.

Turkeys were first domesticated in Mexico
around 2,000 years ago and are still raised for
their meat today. Turkey is not just a popular
protein to eat during our fall and winter holidays.

The turkeys we raise today look very different from
their wild ancestors. The Eastern Wild Turkey is the
only wild turkey species in lllinois. They have brown
feathers and can fly. They even sleep in trees to
protect themselves against predators. The Broad-
Breasted Turkey is one of the most common turkeys
raised for meat. It has white feathers and can't fly
because it is larger and has more meat on its body.

Today, turkey is eaten year round on
sandwiches, salads, and more. In fact, the
average American eats almost 15 pounds

of turkey every year. More than 210 million
turkeys are raised on around 2,500 farms
each year in the United States.

After seeing the eagle design of the Great
Seal, Benjamin Franklin wrote in a note to
his daughter that since the bald eagle
steals a lot of food, it has

bad moral character, but

that the turkey is "a

much more

respectable bird

...a true original

native of America

..and is a bird

of courage.”







