
Cultivate Community with Ag Literacy

Chris Wyant, Education Manager - IAITC



• Overview of IAITC

• Resources for your Farm
& Community

• Interactive Lesson Examples

• Tips for Agritourism on your Farm/Market

• How you can help with ag literacy in IL

For Today...



What is IL Ag in the Classroom?

• Coalition of partners across state
working directly with students and
teachers

• +/-  90 County -Level Ag Literacy
Coordinators

• Coordination, Training, and Grant
Funding from IAITC



Resources



Key Ag Lit Concepts
• Plant life cycles
• How food is grown/produced
• How food gets from farm to table
• The importance of agriculture to our

daily lives
• Careers in agriculture
• How ag connects with other school

subjects
• Soil Health
• Other ideas?



A Slice of Soil



www.agclassroom.org



Composting

Benefits:
• Enriches soil while helping retain

moisture and suppress plant pests
and diseases

• Reduces need to chemical
fertilizers

• Reduces methane emission from
landfills

• Reduces your carbon footprint!

About 20 % of discarded 
waste is food. If we 

composted this waste, we 
could remove millions of 

tons of waste from landfills 
every year!

Graphic from Flood Brothers: Disposal and Recycling Services from Northern 
IL



Composting

Graphic from Flood Brothers: Disposal and Recycling Services from Northern 
IL



Core Sampling



• Keep "clod"
intact

• Record
observations of
layers of soil,
critters, roots,
and fungi
present at
different
depths

• Collect soil
samples

• Add a rain
gauge and
thermometer
to location

• Take pictures
of surrounding
environment

Soil Your Undies

Dig up 
after 60 
days!

www.soils4teachers.or
g



Throw & Grow



Beanie Baby



Pumpkins
3D Pumpkin

What's Inside My 
Pumpkin



DIY Seed Tape



Specialty Crop
Self Portrait



Ode to a Vegetable



Farmers Market 
Scavenger Hunt



Dollar Distribution



Plant Parts
Logic Puzzle



Ins and Outs



Spot IL!



A Minute with a Guy Who Thinks Everyone Should Have a Garden



Coming Soon:
Awesome Agriculture: Scientifi Reasoning from the Farm to the 

Classroom



Bee School



Ag Literacy on Your Farm
• Questions to ask yourself:

• What does my audience already know? What do they NOT know?
• Where is the balance between fun and educational?
• What’s my big takeaway? What do I want consumers/students to

walk away from my farm with?
• What local resources are already available to me?

• How can I partner with others?
• Local AITC Programs
• County Farm Bureaus
• SWCD
• U of I Extension
• Other non-profits?
• Schools/Community Centers

• How good is my liability insurance?
• How can my farm be more

“visitor-friendly?”



Follow Us!
INSTAGRAM

@ilaitc

FAC EBO O K

Illinois Agriculture in 
the Classroom

TW ITTER

@ilagclass

www.a  g i  n  t  h  e  cla  s  s  r  o  om .o  r  g

More FREE Resources



Join our newsletter!



Thank you!

Ch r i s  Wy a n t
cw y a n t @ i l f b .o r g

(30 9 ) 557- 20 19
a g i n t h e cl a s s r o o m .o r g

Contact Me:

mailto:cwyant@ilfb.org
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