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The purpose: integrate agriculture into your spring classroom
curriculum. The books you choose should be incorporated into a
project, lesson, or unit study in the spring semester.

J ] Garden Books for Early Readers
e Amount: Up to $250 Funding Agreement arden . y
e Application Deadline: completed and signed by Transportation
December 5, 2025 Family & Traditions

October 17, 2025 o Forfeit the Grant

. Gra.nt Recipients e Final Report due May 29,
notified by November 7, 2026

2025 o Whole school blacklisted YA Food & Farming Books
by IL Authors

Compost, Worms, & Soil

Investigating the Natural World
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1. Teacher/School Information
Select Your Books
Title of Project & Number of Students

Learning Standards
Objectives
Project Overview and Timeline

Connection to Agriculture

S S o

Project Evaluation
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PROBLEM:

Earth's topography has many
natural and man-made obstacles
that make it difficylt or impossible
for human movement,

CHALLENGE:
Design a bridge that is at
least 6 inches long and can
bear weight.

" TRA'Na OR MRGE QUESTIONS TO CONsipER.
TRU'I(':IIQ(ANSPORTATION

Purpose of this bridge?
* Which of the seven
the purpose of the bridge?
* Are there enviranm

considered? {smounding landse
conditions, earthquakes, ete.)

ape, weather
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DESIGN A BRIDGE
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Materials
* Toothpicks

* Marshmallgws

* Popsicle sticks

* Drinking straws
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Boots
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How Kids, Teachers, and Butterfly Fans Helped Fred and Norah Urquhart Track the Great Monarch Migration
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“Luminous; wise, lyrical, and hilarious.
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e 4th Grade

o Used “Pizza! A Slice of History” by Greg Pizzoli

e First, students read about the history of pizza. They found Italy on
a map and then learned about schools in Italy. Students were
amazed to learn how all ingredients come from agriculture and
learned how people grow the plants and raise the animals for
these ingredients. They invited the owner of a local pizza shop
into their classroom tO talk to them about his business. He talked
to them about the steps to make a pizza and gave each student
q certificate for a free pizza to his shop.

e Then, students put their newly learned chef skills to the test and
made their own indiviual pizzas in the school cafeteria using
ingredients that were donated by d variety of local pizza shops.
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'The purpose: integrate agriculture into your spring classroom curriculum.
'The materials you request should be incorporated into a project, lesson,
or unit study in the spring semester.

The Basich. The Beadlines- The fine Print.
e Amount: Up to $300 * Funding Agreement Grants should focus on materials
e Application Deadline: ]c)omple]:):ed and signed by that can be used over multiple
ecember 5, 2025
r17, school years.
gCtO?:eR 7. 2.0251: o Forfeit the Grant
o
I'a».Il ecipients e Final Report due May 29, No funding for field trips,
notitied by November 7, 2026 landscaping, plants, incubators,

2025 o 'Whole school blacklisted consumable items.
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Title of Project & Number of Students
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e 6th-8th Grade

o Grant Materials: 29 Gallon AQuUApPONICS Sprout Garden and d

LED grow light.
e The oquopon'\cs sprout garden was set on top

of the existing S

gallon fish tank. Students learned how O set up the system and

discussed the needs that poth plants and fish

need for survival.

They learned how the waste from fish becomes the nutrients for
the plants. students collected water samples 1o test pH levels
and collected datd throughout the unit, alongd with making

observations of the plant growth. Further class

discussion

focused on the pros and cons Of manmade and natural fish
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e 6th Grade

o Grant Material
ost bin, compost techniques
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he classroom. Students learned about composting and
learned NOW certain materials breakdown

add important nutrients to the soil. Students brought food SCraps
The “One school, One Book’
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eir classroom compost bin.
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Grant Materials: Apple slicer, 6000k LED grow lamp, flexible cutting board set, cookie cutter, popcorn popper, fabric markers, planting cups, crop pot, immersible blender, and mixing bowls

Each club met for 10 or 14 weeks, Mondays and Fridays. Students learned about different countries and holidays from around the world. Students also learned about how food is grown and
prepared. We made dishes to sample for each topic.

Session 1: 3rd grade

Week 1- Go over expectations for the club. Discuss what we will be doing. We will begin by finding out what students have experienced with food already.

Week 2- Decorate a fall apron. We will discuss how nature changes in fall. These aprons will be used each week to protect our clothing as we work with food.

Week 3- Dia de los Muertos Part 1. We will discuss the cultures that celebrate Dia de los Muertos and how they celebrate it.

Week 4- Dia de los Muertos Part 2. We will decorate their own skull cookies.

Week 5- Apple butter Part 1. We will discuss different types of apples and their importance in food. We will pre-measure the dry ingredients we will need to make the apple butter next week.
Week 6- Apple butter Part 2. We will peel and slice the apples together. Then we will mix the ingredients together in the crock pot. Students will be able to bring home a container of the apple
butter at the end of the day.

Week 7/8 - Corn. We will read The Popcorn Book by Tomie dePaola and discuss the history of corn. We will make the popcorn 2 different ways with the recipes in the book.

Week 9/10 - Pumpkin. We will discuss how pumpkins grow, experiment with pumpkins and water and make No Bake Pumpkin Pie.

Session 2: 4th grade & 5th grades

Week 1- Decorate a winter apron. We will discuss how nature changes in winter. These aprons will be used each week to protect our clothing as we work with food.

Week 2- Winter Wonderland popcorn. We will read The Popcorn Book by Tomie dePaola and discuss the history of corn. We will make Winter Wonderland White Popcorn Mix.

Week 3- Chinese New Year's. We will watch a short video of a Chinese New Year's Parade and discuss how Chinese celebrate their New Year's. We will make our own Rice Krispie Dragon treats.
Week 4- Valentine’'s Day. We will discuss how Valentine’'s Day is celebrated and decorate cookies.

Week 5- Melting Snowmen. We will discuss the signs of the seasonal change between winter and spring. We will then make our own Melting Snowman cookies.

Week 6- Bunny Bait. We will discuss a bunny’s habitat and needs. We will make Bunny Bait using popcorn.

Week 7- Magic Ramen. After reading "Magic Ramen’, students will make their own ramen.

Week 8- Welcome Spring. We will discuss signs of springtime and the different holidays that are celebrated. We will make No Bake Birds Nests.

Week 9/10- Cinco de Mayo. We will read Let Me Fix You a Plate and discuss how different cultures have similar food. We will make Banana Pudding.

Week 11/13- Micro greens. After | attended the microgreens workshop, | decided to use it in our club. Students learned how nutritious microgreens are. We followed the directions to plant and
grow them. Two weeks later, we taste tested the microgreens.

Week 12- Rice Krispie Treats. We will talk about how rice is grown and used in different types of cuisine. We will make rice krispie treats.

Week 14- We discussed what we learned, played a game and completed a survey.



Book Grant Application:

1aitc.co/bookgrants

Project Grant Application:

1aitc.co/projectgrants

Workshop Resources:
1aitc.co/grant25



FACEBOOK INSTAGRAM

lllinois Agriculture in @ilaitc
the Classroom



