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Ag-Accurate Book Recommendations: Accompanying IAITC Lesson:

 “Tops & Bottoms” by Janet Stevens
Tops and Bottoms Lesson: Teach students about how we eat

different parts of different plants in this fun lesson.

“Here in the Real World” by Sara Pennypacker
DIY Seed Tape: Connect concepts of math and gardening as students

make their own "seed tape" for a spring garden.

“Full of Beans” by Peggy Thomas
Beanie Baby Lesson: Teach students about seed germination with

this Ag in the Classroom classic!

“Oh Say Can You Seed?” by Bonnie Worth
Garden in a Glove Lesson: Learn about how different seeds

germinate with this fun "hands"-on lesson. 

“The Tiny Seed” by Eric Carle
Growing Letters Lesson: Encourage writing practice for your students

while also learning about seed germination and plant growth.

 “Worm Makes a Sandwich” by Brianne Farley
Classroom Vermicomposting: Fascinate your students with the

exciting world of vermicomposting -- compost made by worms!

“Up in the Garden and Down in the Dirt” by Kate

Messner

Throw & Grow: Students can help create new habitat for

pollinators by creating (and tossing!) their Throw and Grows.

“The Pie that Molly Grew” by Sue Heavenrich
Pumpkin Chain Activity: Teach students about the life cycle of

pumpkins with this fun and engaging activity.

 “Bread Lab” by Kim Binczewski and Bethany

Econopouly

Wheat Milling Activity: Show students how flour is made with this

engaging look into wheat and milling.

“A Fruit is a Suitcase for Seeds” by Jean Richards
My Little Seed House Lesson: Show students the basics of seed

germination with this fun activity.

“The Soil in Jackie’s Garden” by Peggy Thomas 

Soil Sam Lesson: Teach students about seed germination and the

difference between monocots and dicots with this fun and silly

extended activity.
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Hare solves his family’s
problems by tricking

rich and lazy Bear. With
roots in American slave
tales, Tops & Bottoms

celebrates the trickster
tradition of using one’s

wits to overcome
hardship. 

“TOPS & BOTTOMS”
Janet Stevens

Teach students about how we eat different parts of different plants in this
fun lesson that pairs with “Tops and Bottoms”, by Janet Stevens.

TOPS AND BOTTOMS

See following page(s) for lesson plan!
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Here is a gorgeous and moving middle
grade novel that is an ode to introverts,

dreamers, and misfits everywhere.
Ware can't wait to spend summer "off
in his own world"--dreaming of knights
in the Middle Ages and generally being

left alone. But then his parents sign him
up for dreaded Rec camp. On his first

day Ware meets Jolene, a tough,
secretive girl planting a garden in the

rubble of an abandoned church next to
the camp. Soon he starts skipping Rec,

creating a castle-like space of his own in
the church lot. Jolene scoffs, calling him
a dreamer--he doesn't live in the "real
world" like she does. As different as

Ware and Jolene are, though, they have
one thing in common: for them, the lot is

a refuge.

“HERE IN THE REAL WORLD”
Sara Pennypacker

Connect concepts of math and gardening as students make their own
"seed tape" for a spring garden.

DIY SEED TAPE

See following page(s) for lesson plan!
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Famous car-maker and businessman
Henry Ford loved beans. And he showed

great innovation with his determination to
build his most inventive car--one

completely made of soybeans. With a
mind for ingenuity, Henry Ford looked to
improve life for others. After the Great

Depression struck, Ford especially wanted
to support ailing farmers. For two years,

Ford and his team researched ways to use
farmers' crops in his Ford Motor

Company. They discovered that the
soybean was the perfect answer. Soon,

Ford's cars contained many soybean
plastic parts, and Ford incorporated

soybeans into every part of his life. He
ate soybeans, he wore clothes made of
soybean fabric, and he wanted to drive

soybeans, too.

“FULL OF BEANS”
Peggy Thomas

Teach students about seed germination with this Ag in the Classroom
classic!

BEANIE BABY

See following page(s) for lesson plan!
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With the able assistance
of Thing 1 and Thing 2 --

and a fleet of Rube
Goldbergian vehicles --

the Cat in the Hat
examines the various
parts of plants, seeds,

and flowers; basic
photosynthesis and
pollination; and seed

dispersal.

“OH SAY CAN YOU SEED?”
Bonnie Worth

Learn about seed germination with this fun "hands"-on lesson.

GARDEN IN A GLOVE

See following page(s) for lesson plan!
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Eric Carle's classic story of
the life cycle of a flower is

told through the
adventures of a tiny seed.

With striking collage
illustrations and simple, yet

dramatic, text young
readers will cheer the

seed's progress as it floats
across the sky, nestles in

the ground, and finally
grows into a giant flower.

“THE TINY SEED”
Eric Carle

Encourage writing practice for your students while also learning about
seed germination and plant growth.

GROWING LETTERS

See following page(s) for lesson plan!
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“WORM MAKES A SANDWICH”
Brianne Farley

Fascinate your students with the exciting world of vermicomposting --
compost made by worms!

CLASSROOM VERMICOMPOSTING

See following page(s) for lesson plan!
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A sweetly humorous picture book about

composting, told from the point of view of

a worm. Meet Worm. He might be little. He

might have no hands. But Worm would love

to make a sandwich, just for you! To get

started he'll need just one thing: garbage!

This hilarious, engaging picture book is the

perfect introduction to the process of

composting from start to finish, told from

the perspective of one little worm who is

very eager to help.
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In this exuberant and lyrical follow-
up to the award-winning Over and

Under the Snow, discover the
wonders that lie hidden between

stalks, under the shade of leaves . . .
and down in the dirt. Explore the
hidden world and many lives of a

garden through the course of a year!
Up in the garden, the world is full of
green—leaves and sprouts, growing
vegetables, ripening fruit. But down

in the dirt exists a busy world—
earthworms dig, snakes hunt, skunks

burrow—populated by all the
animals that make a garden their

home.

“UP IN THE GARDEN AND

DOWN IN THE DIRT”
Kate Messner

Students can help create new habitat for pollinators by creating (and
tossing!) their Throw and Grows.

THROW & GROW

See following page(s) for lesson plan!
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Using "The House That Jack
Built" rhyme scheme, the

journey of bringing a pumpkin
to harvest comes to life for

young readers. Under Molly's
watchful eye, each stage of
growth is showcased. And at

the end, the pumpkin is turned
into a delicious pie for one and
all to share in a celebration of

gratitude. Back matter includes
pumpkin facts, as well as a

pumpkin pie recipe.

“THE PIE THAT MOLLY GREW”
Sue Heavenrich

Teach students about the life cycle of pumpkins with this fun and engaging
activity.

PUMPKIN CHAIN

See following page(s) for lesson plan!
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It’s a sleepy Saturday morning for
most people, but not for Iris, who
has to feed her many pets before
Aunt Mary arrives. Iris likes to call
Aunt Mary “Plant Mary” because

she is a plant scientist. Today Aunt
Mary wants to experiment with
making whole wheat sourdough

bread from scratch! As the family
kitchen transforms into a bread
lab, Iris is surprised that bread

needs only four ingredients―flour,
water, salt and starter. She also

learns about the invisible microbes
that make the dough rise, and how
flour comes from wheat grown by
farmers. It all seems magical, but

it’s really science.

“BREAD LAB!“
Kim Binczewski, Bethany Econopouly

Show students how flour is made with this engaging look into wheat and
milling.

WHEAT MILLING

See following page(s) for lesson plan!
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“A FRUIT IS A SUITCASE FOR SEEDS”
Jean Richards

Show students the basics of seed germination with this fun activity.

MY LITTLE SEED HOUSE

See following page(s) for lesson plan!
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Many seeds travel
inside fruits. The fruit

is like a suitcase for the
seeds. It protects them
on their trip. Readers
will learn how fruits

are designed to
protect a plant's seeds

and also to help the
plant spread its seeds

to new places.
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“THE SOIL IN JACKIE’S GARDEN”
Peggy Thomas 

Teach students about seed germination and the difference between
monocots and dicots with this fun and silly extended activity.

SOIL SAM

See following page(s) for lesson plan!
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Join Jackie and her
garden friends in this

charming picture book as
they discover the

wonders of gardening,
soil secrets, and the

magic of composting.
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