
 

 

Outdoor Adventure Flip Book 
Lesson Summary 

This lesson is a fun, outdoor activity designed to help students 

recognize various aspects of the environment like tree leaf 

identification, native flowers and identifying parts of a flower, soil 

health, and more! 

 

You will want to have a pre-determined area outside, on or off 

campus. It is best to have a place with some trees and flowers and 

somewhere that you have permission to dig a few small holes for 

students to observe soil.  
 

Suggested Sequence of Events: 

1. Set Up: Print enough copies of the flip book so that each student 

can have their own. For younger students, or to reduce time in 

class, put them together and staple ahead of time.  

2. Read through the IAITC Soil and Pollinator Ag Mags to learn 

more about soil health and the importance of pollination! 

Interactive online versions can be found on our website.  

3. Complete the activity following the procedures: 

• Give each student the papers to create their flipbook to 

fold and walk through the folding directions with your 

students. (Folding directions on Teacher Resources 

page) 

• Make sure students have something to write with and 

head outside.  

• Use the flipbook however it works best for your students, 

depending on their age, needs, and understanding of the 

content.  

4. Whole class discussion and reflection of activity.  

 

 

Grade Level 

3-6 

 

Length of Lesson 

1-2 Hours 

 

Objective 

By the end of this lesson, 

students will have a better 

understanding of various 

aspects of the 

environment and have 

increased observation 

skills. 

 

Materials Needed 

• Hand trowels 

• Small container 

• Magnifying glasses 

• Copies of the student 

flipbook** 

 

**Printer settings for the 

flipbook should be set as 

double-sided, flip on the 

short edge.  

 

 

Standards 

Common Core 

CCSS.ELA-

Literacy.RI.4.3; RI.4.4; 

RI.4.5; RF.4.3a 

 

NGSS 

3-LS4-2-4; 4-LS1-1; 5-LS2

-1; MS-LS2-2; MS-LS4-2 

http://agintheclassroom.org/TeacherResources/AgMags/Corn%20Ag%20Mag%20Smartboard.pdf


 

 

Printing Directions: 

• Printer settings for the flipbook should be set as double-sided, flip on the short edge.  

 

Folding Directions: 

• Page 1: “My Outdoor Adventure Flip Book” 

• Fold forward on the line above the title so that the title is at the top and facing you. You 

will notice that the “Treasure Pocket” is facing toward you, at the bottom and upside 

down.  

• Page 2: “Environment”  

• Fold forward on the line above the “I Hear, I Smell, I Feel” boxes so that those are at 

the top and facing you. Once folded, you will see the “Soil” flap underneath and facing 

you, right-side up.  

• Slide this page inside the first page so that the “Environment” title is directly under the 

“My Outdoor Adventure Flip Book” title.  

• Page 3: “Trees” 

• Fold forward on the line about the labeled leaf diagram so that the diagram is at the top 

and facing you. After folding, you will see the title “Flowers” directly under the “Trees” 

title.  

• Slide this last page inside the “Environment” page. You should now have the pages 

lined up to read in this order: My Outdoor Adventure Flip Book, Environment, Trees, 

Flowers, Soil, (Picture of stick) 

• Next, add 2-3 staples at the very top to secure the pages together. The closer to the top, the 

better students will be able to work in their books.  

• Turn the flip book over and fold that page up toward you so that you can see the “Treasure 

Pocket”. Lift that page up and add a few staples on both sides to secure the pocket. Make 

sure not to staple this page to the other pages.  

 

Extension Ideas:  

• Read books about nature to introduce or become more familiar with aspects of the 

environment. 

• Have students put their flower and leaf in their “treasure” pocket and then dissect those items 

when you get back to the classroom. Use magnifying glasses and/or microscopes to take a 

closer look. 

• Complete IAITC’s Throw and Grow lesson and learn more about native flowers.  

• Learn more about flower and tree life cycles. 

• Have students draw a comic strip showing the process of pollination.  

• Go to agintheclassroom.org to contact your County Literacy Coordinator for free classroom 

sets of our Ag Mags!   

agintheclassroom.org


My Outdoor Adventure
Flip Book

Name:



I see...

We are surrounded by nature! Often times we take
our environment for granted but as human beings, it
is our job to take care of our planet! To do that,

we need to be aware of our surroundings and
appreciate the beauty and complexity of our

ecosystem. 
 

Directions: Use your senses to describe the
environment around you. Make a short list of what

you see, feel, smell, and hear in each of the
correct boxes.

Treasure Pocket



Environment

I smell... I feel...I hear...

Agriculture and the Environment
 

Protecting our environment and natural resources is extremely important. A part
of being able to take care of our environment is to learn and understand how
living and nonliving things work together to create a healthy and thriving ecosystem. 

Just like scientists, Crop and livestock farmers understand this. Today, farmers are
working with those in the science field to continue growing food for the world while
practicing sustainability and reducing their impact on the environment. 

Soil: Farmers rely on keeping their soil healthy to grow the most nutritious crop
for human and animal consumption! Plants can't grow without the nutrients and
minerals in the soil. Many farmers practice no-till farming to reduce erosion, crop
rotation to replace important used nutrients, and the 4R's (right source, right rate,
right time, and right place) when applying fertilizers. 

Pollination: Pollinators are responsible for pollinating over 1,200 crops that
people eat around the world. Farmers who grow those plants are placing

pollinator habitats around their farms to help promote pollinator populations and
encourage pollination of those crops! 



Step 3: Observe the hole and record
your observations here

Step 4: Observe soil in your bin and record

Soil

Here are some common, native Illinois tree leaves and seeds:

Ash Tulip

Silver Maple
Ginko

Red Oak

White Oak

Locust

Rocks

Ants 

Spiders

Beetles

worms

Microorganisms

Roots

your observations
here

Don't be afraid

to get your

hands dirty and

break apart

any clumps!



Step 2: Carefully Dig Your hole and put
the loose soil into a bin

Trees

Soil is made up of organic
matter (once living plant and

animal matter), mineral
particles (sand, silt, and clay),
and pore spaces (open areas
potentially filled with air,
water, and living organisms). 

 
. The soil beneath our feet is
as important as the air we
breath and the water we

drink! This is because it is the
primary source of food, feed,

fuel, forage, and fiber.

Step 1: Choose your digging
spot and describe
surroundings here

Find a leaf and draw it here!

Leaf Blade

Tip

Vein

Venules

Midrib

Petiole

Stem

Axil



Flowers

Find a flower and draw
it here!

Here are some common native
Illinois flowers:

Beebalm

Black-eyed
Susan

Goldenrod

Iris
Cone

Flower

Butterfly
Weed

   Pollinators don’t actually
know that they’re helping to
pollinate plants. Pollinators visit
flowers to search for nectar
and pollen, their sources of
food.!

Pollination
   Pollinators are responsible
for pollination on more than
180,000 different plant species
and more than 1,200 crops that
people eat every day around
the world.

Can you explain how pollination
works?

Petal

Pollen

Anther

Stigma
Style
Ovary

Filament

SepalOvule
Leaf

Stem

Can you identify any of these parts on the
flower you found and drew?
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