
Home Grown in Illinois 
Grade Level: 4-8 

Lesson Overview 
Most people would guess that Illinois farmers grow a lot of corn. But is corn the only 
farm commodity produced in Illinois? What's a commodity, anyway? In this lesson, 
students will review commodity cards to learn about the top farm commodities from this 
state. They will then research another farm product in order to create an informational 
page to share with others. 

Student Objectives 
1. Identify Illinois crops and commodities. 

2. Research Illinois commodities.   

3. Develop an informational sheet about an Illinois commodity. 

Materials 
 Commodity Research Guide worksheet 
 Commodity Fact Sheets on corn, soybeans, wheat, beef cattle, dairy cattle, and 

swine  
 internet and/or other research materials. 

 
To create new commodity sheets the following items may be needed 
 paper 
 construction paper 
 poster board 
 markers 
 colored pencils 
 crayons 
 magazines 
 computers/tablets  

Vocabulary 
• beef cattle – cattle raised primarily for their meat. 

• by-product – a secondary product, resulting from processing or manufacturing.  

• commodity – any good exchanged in trade. Usually refers to raw materials and 
agricultural products traded principally on the basis of price. 

• corn – tall annual cereal grass bearing kernels on large ears: widely cultivated in 
America in many varieties. 

• dairy cattle – cattle raised mainly for their milk.  

• dairy products - milk and products made from milk.  



• horseradish – a cultivated plant of the mustard family, the pungent root of this 
plant is often ground and used as a condiment and in medicine. 

• popcorn – corn with kernels that burst open to form a white starchy mass when 
heated. 

• poultry – fowl, or birds, that have been domesticated or kept by humans. 

• pumpkins – the usually round orange fruit of a vine of the gourd family widely 
used as food. 

• sheep – any of numerous ruminant mammals, closely related to goats, raised for 
wool, meat and leather. 

• soybean – a pea-sized legume seed that grows on bushy plants, 3 – 5 feet tall. 

• swine – a domestic animal developed from the European wild boar and raised 
for meat and other products. 

• wheat – a cereal grain that can be made into a fine white flour used mostly in 
breads, baked goods (as cakes and crackers), and pasta (as macaroni or 
spaghetti). Also used in animal feeds. 

Background Information 
Illinois has more than 72,000 farms. Illinois farmland covers nearly 27 million acres, 
which is about 75% of the state’s total land area. Many commodities are grown and 
raised in Illinois. Illinois is a leading producer of corn, soybeans, horseradish, and 
pumpkins. Wheat is widely grown in some regions. Beef cattle and swine are among the 
top livestock raised in Illinois. Illinois’ climate and varied soil types enable farmers to 
raise and grow many other agricultural commodities including popcorn, sweet corn, hay, 
oats, grapes, Christmas trees, apples, peaches, dairy cattle, goats, horses, poultry, and 
sheep. These commodities are processed to be used in many products people use 
every day. 

Procedure 

1. As an interest approach, have samples of the commodities listed and to be 
researched or use the commodity sheets provided. Ask the students what these 
items have in common? They are all Illinois commodities. 

2. Review the commodity pages that are provided in this lesson with students; 
discussing what the commodity is, how it is used or consumed, when it is planted 
and harvested, how it is raised, nutritional information about the commodity and 
what is looks like throughout its life cycle. Present the following commodities to 
the students:  corn, soybeans, wheat, dairy cattle, swine, and beef cattle. 

3. Divide the class into groups to work as teams to create commodity information 
sheets for the following Illinois products:  popcorn, horseradish, pumpkins, 
sheep, horses, and poultry (chickens or turkeys).    



4. Commodity information sheets should include the following facts and information, 
using the Student Worksheet – Commodity Research Guide. Have the students 
use classroom resources of paper, construction paper, poster board, markers, 
colored pencils, crayons or magazines to create the Commodity Information 
Sheet on their commodity of choice.  

• What is the commodity? 
• What is the background or history of this commodity?  
• How is the commodity mainly used or consumed? 
• Where is the commodity mostly grown or raised? 
• Which states lead in the production of this commodity? 
• If a crop - What is the growing season for this commodity, include planting 

and harvesting? 
• If an animal - What are the growth factors and feeding requirements for 

this commodity? 
• What products come from this commodity? 
• What by-products come from this commodity? 
• How is this commodity processed? 
• What are some nutritional facts about this commodity? 

 

 Extension Activities 

1. Once the Commodity Information Sheets are completed create a class book of all 
the pages created. 

2. Use the commodity cards to decorate a school bulletin board. 

3. Have the students convert their Commodity Information Sheets into a PowerPoint 
presentation.   

 

Additional Resources 
• http://www.agintheclassroom.org/TeacherResources/TeacherResources.shtml 

Illinois Agriculture in the Classroom has interactive Ag Mags, Ag Readers, and a 
calendar with more information on the various commodities in this lesson. 

  

http://www.agintheclassroom.org/TeacherResources/TeacherResources.shtml


Standards 
Illinois English Language Arts Standards 

CCRA.W.7 Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on 
focused questions, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation. 

CCRA.W.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex 
ideas and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, 
organization, and analysis of content. 

CCRA.R.1 Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make 
logical inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to 
support conclusions drawn from the text. 

 
Illinois Social Science Standards 

SS.EC. 2.4. Describe how goods and services are produced using human, natural, 
and capital resources. 

SS.EC.1.5. Analyze why and how individuals, businesses, and nations around the 
world specialize and trade.  

 

 

The Multidisciplinary AGricultural Integrated 
Curriculum (mAGic) was created in 2004 under the 
leadership of the Illinois State Board of Education 
(ISBE) and the Facilitating Coordination in Agricultural 
Education Project (FCAE). Funding was made 
available through the FCAE grant budget from the 
agricultural education line item of the ISBE budget.  
This revision, as printed, was developed in January 2021.  

These mAGic lessons are designed to bring agriculture to life in your classroom. They 
address the Illinois Learning Standards in math, science, English language arts and 
social studies. 

Illinois mAGic project update writers/reviewers: Rhodora Collins – Dekalb County; Suzi 
Myers – Kane County; Connie Niemann – Montgomery County; Debbie Ruff – 
Livingston County; Jennifer Waters – Sangamon County; Dawn Weinberg – Hancock 
County; and Carrie Winkelmann – Menard County. 

  

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/W/7/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/W/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/R/1/


Name _________________________ 

Commodity Research Guide Worksheet 
 
1. What is the commodity? 
 
 
 
2. What is the background or history of this commodity?  
 
 
 
 
3. How is the commodity mainly used or consumed? 
 
 
 
 
4. Where is the commodity mostly grown or raised? 
 
 
 
 
5. Which states lead in the production of this commodity? 
 
 
 
 
6. If a crop - What is the growing season for this commodity, include planting and 

harvesting? 
 
 
 
 
7. If an animal - What are the growth factors and feeding requirements for this 

commodity? 
 
 
  



8. What products come from this commodity? 
 
 
 
 
9. What by-products come from this commodity? 
 
 
 
 
10. How is this commodity processed? 
 
 
 
 
11. What are some nutritional facts about this commodity? 

  



 



 
  



  



 
 



 
 



 
  



 



  



 



 
  



 



 


