Pumpkins are a part of the gourd family, which lllinois farmers grow more pumpkins than
also includes cucumbers, honeydew melons, anywhere else in the world. Most of these
cantaloupe, watermelons, squash, and pumpkins are processing pumpkins for products
zucchini. These plants are native to Central like canned pumpkin, but there are many U-pick
America, and pumpkins have been growing in pumpkin patches that grow a number of other
North America for thousands of years. varieties of pumpkins and even squash.

There are hundreds of
different types of
pumpkins around the
world. Pumpkins can
range in size from less
than 1 pound to more
than 1,000 pounds.
Pumpkins can also

Although one of the most popular uses of pumpkins .
range in color and

is the fall tradition of carving jack-o-lanterns, there is
another fun tradition that is not as common: giant shape. Round, orange
pumpkin competitions! The first giant pumpkin was pumpkins are the most
exhibited by William Warnock at the 1893 Chicago common, but there are
World Fair, which weighed 365 pounds. Today, Travis also blue, white, yellow,
Gienger holds the world record of growing a giant spotted, striped, bumpy, and
pumpkin that weighed 2,749 pounds. even pear-shaped pumpkins!







