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with

AGRICULTURE




TWoTIME NATIONAL BooX AWARD FINALIST

RICHARD PECK
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/GARY D. SCHMIDT

Newbery Honor winner and-National Bpok Award. finalist .
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WCIA 3 Meteorologist
Jacob Dickey was

a GRINCH with his

weather forecast for

planting season.

Dr. Anthony Studer
thinks he found the
GOLDEN TICKET
in a new variety

of popcorn he and
his students created
atthe U of \.

Kaylee Heap has

the MIDAS TOUCH
with growing giant
pumpkins.

Chad Bell \

is a regular
EINSTEIN when
it comes to







e VARIETIES

GROWNBY
ORCHARDSINIL

Guan
Smith

|

o

x.'

) L material,

get10 entircly different kinds u’ﬂvple;

- Theonly ap

EE  Learn more about where
HIG tofindinols applesat
EnPE  speciatygrowers.org/shop-local




A Junior

An Apple

A Day

Have you heard the
saying, “An apple a

day keeps the doctor
away”? Apples are a
super healthy snack.
Read more to learn
how these amazing
fruits are grown.
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- Magazine for Kids

CORN IS EVERYWHERE

IN ILLINOIS, THERE IS A LOT OF FARMLAND.
About 27 MILLION ACRES, or about 75 all the land in the state, is used for
eld. Every year, around 11
t just the Kind of corn you
wn hera is called field corn

LINOIS

ry day. This is called
ferent things we can use
nd up so that different parts can be
e cornstarch, cooking oil,
There are more than.
le are still finding new uses fol

TAKE A CLOSER T CORN

Corn Kernel Ear of Corn Corn\Stalk

Pericarp \ —
Endosperm \ ’ ‘ Flag Leaf ﬂ
Germ ' ‘
l
] |
r Tassel
s asse!
Tt Internode

Corn seeds are called kernels. One ear of corn averages 800
kernels in 16 rows.

Pericarp (seed coat): Outside Germ: Only living part of the
cover of the seed. It protects seed, It will become the new
the inside of the seed from cold  plant. It has all of the ganetics,
temperatures, moisture, and vitamins, and minerals for a
insects until the seed is ready new plant to be created. There I Leaf

1o germinate. Is also oil inside of the germ,

Endosperm: Holds the energy which is the most valuable Blades
and mratain tha ma alant will part of the corn kernel when







PICKING TIMEI

Jill Esbaum  Ppicturesby Melissa Crowton
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Soft Pretzels

Pretzels are made with wheat

flour and vegetable oil.

Hot Dogs
That game day
hot dog includes

pork and beef

in a wheat bun

with ketchup
from tomatoes
and relish from
cucumbers.

Nachos &
Cheese
Nachos are
made from
food grade
corn flour
topped with
cheese made
from dairy
cows.

Peanuts & Popcorn

Peanuts and popcorn are both
grown by farmers, and your
popcorn is typically popped in
soybean oil!

This resource supporied by:
THE

Footballs

Most footballs used to
outside made from the
can be made from the hij

Tickets, Programs,
& Schedules
These are printed on paper
from trees and possibly use
S0y ink made from soybeans.

Uniforms
Uniforms are
made from cotton
blends. Your lucky
team shirtand
your favorite team
sweatshirt are also
made of cotton.

)

Chewing Gum \
Gum comes

from the tropical

gum tree with

are covered with a leathers
Lof cattle. Twenty football
if one cow. ;










- Large, oblong,
tan pumpkins.

pumpldn ple

— TYPESOF 9
PUMPKINS
UNriRs

pumplin
grow

quash, and gourds are all paiaof the Cucurbitaceae fas
S over 100 - 5. = -
ithfood and other useful objects since before:

STATS
+ In2021, farmersin Mlinois harvested
more than 15900 acres of pumpkins,
over twice that of any of the other
leadingstates.
s .. Almost 80%of the pumpkins grownin
f Deslovpest USSR e over g finois are used for pie filingand
in 2010 and weighed 3,699 Ibs. other processing.

Learn more about where to find inois

pempiins. Ic;.u,;mm,am hop-local
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2010 Ted
Talk!




* THE P16 WAR

HOW A PORCINE TRAGEDY TAUGHT ENGLAND AND AMERICA TO SHARE
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Christmas

Across the country, over 300,000 acres are
dedicated to growing a traditional holiday
sight, the Christmas tree. In 2012, over 17
million trees were harvested for display in
homes and public areas. lllinois alone
accounted for about 66,000 of these trees
from over 250 different tree farms.

Bisiicyurure
in the Classroom..

& ‘v\ % e
Today, 98% of Christmas trees are grown on
farms and can take up to 15 years to grow at
least 6 feet tall, They can be recycled to
provide benefits to the environment. For each
tree harvested, Christmas tree farmers plant

one to three more seeds. On average, trees
are harvested at about seven years old.

Christmas trees include different
species of firs, spruces, and
pines. These trees are often

referred to as evergreens
because they stay green year
round. These trees are grown
and harvested in 45 different
states.

Cook County, Illinois uses
old Christmas trees to
rebuild housing structures
for wildlife that have

\ destroyed through
urban development.




‘T; \____’__y/

(IR CHRISTMAS TREE TARM

Words by Lisa J. Amstutz Art by Christina Forshay




| PATRICIA TOHT
ILLUSTRATIONS
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83% artificial,
three places people bought their real trees last year were Christmas tree farms (33%



Christmas Day in the Morning

i

BY PEARL S. BUCK
ILLUSTRATED BY MARK BUEHNER




* Cows are female ' \
cattle.

« Cows eat grass, .
hay, and grain. S /—-9
* Dairy cows make milk.
\

* Cows are milked 2
to 3 times every day.

* One cow makes 8 to
10 gallons of milk in
one day.

* We get yogurt,

cheese, and ice

cream from milk.

L GRICULTURE /
in the Classroom
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National Milk Day is celebrated annually in the United States on January 11th. It
commemorates the date in 1878 when sterilized glass bottles were first used to deliver milk
to homes in the U.S. -
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inoés becomes a part ol
the Northwest Terrfiory.

Mississippian indians
ild

Gahokia Mounds

, 25,00013,000 BCE

Wiscor st Period.

On December 3, 1818 Cyrus McComick Springield becomes ago Un
invents reaper invents d State Captal oy

self-scouring of finois.

plow ..

Uinois becomes a part of I8 | Fort Dearbor established
the Indiana Terrtory. on the Chicago River

Elgin Butter Shetb Noble Enveonmental First Farm A
it debuts as a opens first Protection Agency Concert held at
| parchment A 3 DairyQueen begins to phase University
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ILLINOIS

WHAT IS ILLINOIS AGRICULTURE?

Agniculture is defined as the cultivaion of sol, production of
crops, and raising of livestock for food, fiber, and fuel products.
Every state and evary country is imvohved in agriculture, and
evary person in the world depends on agriculture for sunvival!
Due to our central lncation in the country and our rich, fertile
soil, lllinois is a keading producer of agncultural products for
the couniry and word. The agriculture industry in llinis is a
primary condributor bo our stete’s economy, condributing 551.1
billion in value-added. Seventy-six percent of linois land is
farmland, and of those acres, 88% ame used for cropland to
grow vahable crops like corn and soybeans. Across lnois
you will find an estimated total of 72,600 farms, of which 96%
are family-owned and operated. In addition to com and
soybeans, Minois is also a iop producer of hogs for pork
products, cattle and calves for beef products, and is even the
top-producing state of two unique specialty crops: Pumpkins
end Horseradish! Because of the broad scope of agriculture
in Minois, we are also home to the headquarters of many top
egncultural corporations such as John Deere (Maline, IL) and
Caterpillar (Peora, IL). Agriculture brings with it rich family
traditions. and history, and lllinois farmers are proud to camy
out the legacy of a state with deep roots in this great indusiny.

ILLINOIS’ RANK IN THE UNITED STATES

#1 #4 .
in Soybeans in Pork .

#2 0\

#1() in Corn

in Pumpkins

#1&:?

in Horseradish

#7 Nationally in Total
Agricultural Sales

AGRICULTURE

VOCABULARY

AGRICULTURE: The cultivation of soil, production of crops,
and raising of livestock for food, fiber, and fuel products

AGRITOURISM: Any agriculturally based operation or activity
that brings visitors to a farm or ranch

AGRONOMY: The science of soil management and crop production

BIOFUEL: Any fuel that is produced from recently living
biomass, as opposed to fuels produced by slow geological
processas such as fossil fusls.

BY-PRODUCT: A secondary product, unintended but inevitably
produced in doing or preducing something else

COMMODITY: A raw material or primary agricultural product
that can be bought and sold, such as comn or pork

EROSION: The process by which soil is moved from one
location to ancther by wind or water

LEGUME: & family of plants with the ability to fix nitrogen
in the soil, thus reducing the amount of nitrogen ferilizer
needed for a crop

LOAM: Rich soil consisfing of approxdmately 25 parcent clay,
50 percent silt and less than 50 percent sand; considered
ideal soil for gardening and agriculture

SPECIALTY CROPS: Agricuttural products grown on a smallar
scale, ie. - fruits and wegetables, tree nuts, dried fruits
and horticulture and nursery crops, including floricutture

TILLAGE: The act of tiling the soil. Tilage includes tuming
with & plow, disking, harrowing, dragging, etc. Mormally
tillage invohes significant disturbance of the soil

ILLINOIS AGRICULTURE BY THE NUMBERS

+ 551,100,000,000 - toial value of Minois’
agnculture induskny

+ T&% - percant of Minois land that is farmland
TZ2,)000 — number of farms in Hllinois
‘B6% - percent of lllinois farms that ara family-ownad

ST — average age of a farmer in llingis
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 STATE PIE
PUMPRIN PIE \
THE ILLINOIS STATE MOTTO—~,
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SOYREIN .

(viola sp.)

HILRWEED

(Asclepias spp.)



EXPLORE ILLINOIS

WITH ROADS, RIVERS & RAILS | goaps

in 1925 the US. Congress roadways instead ol forging new  Clara, California at the Pacific Ocean.  replaced by the Interstate Highway 2 RAILS
established a plan for anational  roads. Route 66 was officially The road was 3 primary route system. Over 300 miles of Raute 6 _& RAILS.
highway system. One of those recognized on November 11,1926 for western migration during the Ut rom Chicago o St Louis through

highways was to connect Chicago  with road signs stretching through  Great Depression and found favor  1inois

with Los Angeles. This new highway  lllinois, Missouri. Kansas, Oklahoma.  n popular culture through books. Visit www.

sysI:m connected cities and Texas, New Mexico, and Arizona 2nd movies. In 1985 the route org/RRRsites

rural

cially dishanded as it was  near you

" START OF ROUTE 46
GAN AVE. | CHEADO,IL 60403

Onicage. Th 2,448 mie advairs begns hecw

#2  HISTORIC ROAD SAFETY MARKER
NORTH MAN STREEY AN JFFERSON STREET | BLOCMINGTON. L 81701

mmarie. avd 16 Origna Sesk w1 Shaka.epened in N i 1934 aarg Racte 83

#3 COZY DOG RESTAURANT
CRIGINAL CORN DOG RESTAURANT | 3935 S THST | SPANGFELD. & 270

Startng i 1546 3¢ 8 s Spenghe restaucant then selt
Lnar et year 1 e i Site Far,the gl corn 639

hath cut snsaon Asuie b4 samorabilia

#4  GIANT CATSUP BOTTLE
4025 MORRISON AVE | COLLINSVILE L 62204

s iy
e ower e i, o 400003 St

#5  HIGHEST POINT IN ILLINOIS
CHARLES MOUND | 48 W CHARLES HOUND KO
SEAfESUoos w st
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DISH WASHING MAcHINE y
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NEAL SHUSTERMAN
JARROD SHUSTERMAN




Courts are made
of maple due to
the wood's high
shock resistance.

Gum comes from the

tropical gum tree with
sugar and corn syrup
added as sweeteners.

Supporting your favorite
team means t-shirts and
sweatshirts. These are often
made from cotton.

The original baskets for
basketball were suspended
peach baskets. Calhoun
County is famous for IL
peaches.

This resource supported by:

ZENBRIDGE

Many of your
favorite drinks are
sweetened with corn

syrup.

Leather from a cowhide is used to provide a soft,
tDAmloﬂab\e. and durable ball. Leather balls help
with better control on fast breaks and dunks.

These are printed on paper
from trees and use soy ink
from soybeans.

orn dextrin and
cattle gelatins are
used as adhesives
and binding
agents in tape and
bandages.

Shoes
Most basketball shoes
are made of leather
from beef cattle and
some now have plastic
made from corn and
These are grown by farmers. soybeans instead of
Popcorn is the IL State Snack oil-based plastic.
and is typically popped in
soybean oil.

Peanuts and Popcorn
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GARY PAULSEN

Newbery Honor-winning author of HATCHET

Harris ana Me

*“Truly onc of Paulsen’s best.”

P G
f"‘ —Booxrist {stazred review)




Soybean oilis a major
component in oil-based
paints and corn can be
used in solvents used in

paints. Additionally, many
plants are used for pigments
and dyes and coloring.

from cotton or linen

(made from flax)

rbang cos “MES
h I

and

Cotton, burlap (typically made from the

jude plant) and leather (animal hides)
are used in most costumes.
Animal bristles
(specifically pork, goat
and cattle) are used
in paintbr
paint brushes u

den handle
made from trees.

Guitars and violins are N T‘lealler mllkenp

made from tonewood, IYTKB"Y co.ndl'ms 2

typically spruce from 7 cornstarch, used for oil

central and eastern absorption; lanolin, from

E;uopo Soundboards in Y sheep's wool, for moisturizing:

pianos come from spruce \ and beeswax for helping
trees sometimes makeup stick through heavy

grown in Alaska! 2

stage lighting.
Sheet music and

scripts on paper are

made from the wood of =/ \\s
pine, spruce and birch .
trees and printed with Clarinets and oboes are \
so ink from soybeans. made from the wood of the “
Grenadilla tree grown in ‘
R star Alica Baglriaec Most theater stage floors are
bassoons are generally

made of saftwood pine or fir,
made from the wood of z tempered with hardboard for
the maple tree. / durability, non-reflectiveness and
Most high-guality music reeds for ability to have sets screwed
woodwind instruments come from into the surface-
cane primarily grown in France,
Spain and Argentina

THIS RESOURCE MADE POSSIBLE BY A GEREROUS GRANT FROM

@ C“-"' R #é'ﬂtununs

& in the Clossroom..




CARMEN OLIVER LUISA URIBE

BuiLbing
LORCHESTR,,

HOW FAVIO CHAVEZ TAUGHT CHILDREN
TO MAKE MUSIC FROM TRASH




“Essentially, all life depends

upon the soill..

There can be no life witho
& no soil without life™

they have evolved t"?@tﬂﬁc

-CHARLES E. KELLOGG, 1938

SPONSORED BY

Illinois HS
Nallowal
PAicyrore  Cosarto . EHD
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® How Hugh Bennett Saved America’s .Q’
Soil and Ended the Dust Bowl .

EROSIO

Written by Darcy Pattison & lllustrated by Peter Willis
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E, == 1
ULINOIS FARMERS 2
SPRING & SUMMER

CUCUMBegs ¢ Ok
AR it ¢ 10 MHOES
93% WAT[kf o Gl (ﬁ’l__

VI 1| PEAHES ARE
‘:3 IN SEASON

IUNE-SEPTEMBER

(AN (ONTINUE
10 PRODUCE FOR
20 YEARS OR MORE

THIS RESOURCE SUPPORTED BY

=RILLINOIS]




" TRIAL

The FRUIT v. VEGETADBLE Showdown

'unns;w e mcur listrnted by rnwm" mmmcs_ »
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Chefeea, Tornetts ™
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Soft Pretzels
Pretzels are made
with wheat flour
and vegetable oil.

Hot Dogs
That game

day hot dog
includes pork
and beef in
awheat bun
with ketchup
from tomatoes
and relish from
cucumbers.

Soda

Many of
your favorite
sodas are
sweetened
with corn
syrup.

Nachos &
Cheese

Nachos are
made from

food grade

corn flour
topped with
cheese made
from dairy cows.

ay’s official bat is a smooth
ind stick made of one piece of

This resource supported by:

Illinois

Ghicyauee

Z£NBRIDGE

Baseball Hat

Hats are made from cotton, which
is produced mainly in the southern
United States. Cotton is a natural
fiber that keeps you cool.

Tickets, Programs,

& Schedules

These are printed on paper from
trees and possibly use soy ink
made from soybeans.

Peanuts & Popcorn
Peanuts and popcorn are both
grown by farmers, and your
popcorn is typically popped in
soybean oil!

Chewing Gum

Gum comes from the tropical gum
tree with sugar and corn syrup
added as sweeteners.

ding to the size of the player’s hand

layed. The best mitts are made
rials, usually cowhide from cattle.
e may come from fish or animals.

olidwood. It must be no more than K 2
\6linches in diameter at its thickest e ¥ | official baseball used in the major leagues is
art and no more than 42 inches . \ ed by yarn wound around a core made from
2 long. The best bats are made from ) e ork, rubber or a similar material. Lower quality
" wood from northern ash trees. e asei ; baseballs have cores made from cotton.
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AGRICULTURE

Resource Spotlight: Book and Project \/_ —
Grants BN Aty
We offer classroom grants for lllinois teachers to stock your classroom library and BOOK AND
fund your newest project! pROJECT
Virtual Get-a-Grant Workshop: Tuesday, August 4th @ 10 AM GRANTS NOW
AVAILABLE

Application deadline:
Friday, October 16, 2026

Teachers selected for funding will be
B notified on or before November 13, 2026.
Visit our Grants Page

iREAD Summer Reading Companion

Check out our companion resources to pair with the Summer 2026 iREAD theme:
Plant a Seed, Read!

View the Lesson Booklet




< Cc Y llagintheclassroom.org/teacher-resources/book-recommendations,

’Illinoi ® Ask Google about this page - agintheclassroom.org

Book Recommendations

Select a topic below to view our favorite ag-accurate books within each category!

2026-2027 Book Grant Books

Click here to view what books we have in this year's Book Grant!

.. BEEF
BOOKS

“(

BIOGRAPHIES /

i

=

f

CORN
BOOKS

@ AIMode &

&

& Awesome
‘AGRICULTURE

DAIRY
BOOKS




A Illinois Agriculture in the Classroom
Y 7¢ May 29 at10:.01AM - Q

Read through Bread Lab! by Kim Binczewski and Bethany Econopouly and show kids how flour is
made with this engaging look into wheat and milling.... See more

Illinois

/3. GRICULTURE [ SRS -

in the Classroom:

S READ AND
«~~ GROW!

IREAD Summer 2026 Reading Companion

q;] Boost this post to get more reach for lllinois Agriculture in the Classroom.

G2 Q /4 00



www.agintheclassroom.org
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