
We Can't Help Pollen In Love
Helping Students Cultivate a Passion for Pollinators



About Me
Chris Wyant
IL Ag in the Classroom -Education Manager 
Specialty Crop Grower
Amateur Beekeeper



Honeybees
Fun Facts:

• 1 in 3 bites of food are pollinated by Honeybees
• Queens lay up to 2,000 eggs/day
• Winter Hives are 100% Female
• Bees fly appr. 90,000 miles to make 1 lb. of 

honey
• Bees must consume 17+ lbs. of honey to 

produce 1 lb. of beeswax



Honeybees



Bee School Videos  



Native Bees



Fun Facts:
• pollinate over $3 billion in crops/year
• 4,000+ species in North America Alone
• Most live solitary         lives
• Most         are          unlikely          to             sting
• Help make honeybees more efficient pollinators
• About 70% nest in the ground, while others nest in tunnels in 

wood
• In many ways, they are more effective pollinators than honeybees

Native Bees

Image: USGS Bee Inventory



Native Bees

Images: Xerces Society

Ground dwelling bee nests Capped nests in a bee hotel



Native Bees

Cross-section of bamboo tube showing brood cells

Image: Xerces Society



Butterflies
Fun Facts:

• Not as                e ffective,    but still                    important pollinators
• need landing platforms on bright flowers with lots 

of nectar
• many milkweed planting projects across the nation 

for Monarchs
• Only about 4%   of world's butterflies are found in U.S.



Habitat Efforts at School



Habitat Efforts at School

Guidelines:
• need to clean regularly
• face entrances to Southeast
• Mount securely about 4' high



Habitat Efforts at School

Image: US  Forest ServiceImage: Xerces Society



Lessons and Activities

Apple Chain

Throw     &  Grow

Butterfly Life Cycle



Lessons and Activities

Powder-Powered 
Pollination Bag Butterfly Build a Bee Hotel



Lessons and Activities

The Bees Knees and 
More

Ag-Venture with 
Pollinator Ag Mag



Book Recommendations



Additional Resources
Follow Us!

INSTAGRAM

@ilaitc

FAC EBO O K

Illinois Agriculture in 
the Classroom

TW ITTER

@ilagclass

w w w . a  g i  n  t  h  e c l a  s  s  r  o  o  m  . o  r  g
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