
The Pie That Molly Grew by Sue Heavenrich
Grades K-3rd 

If Jack can build a house, Molly can build a pie with an Illinois pumpkin.
From seed to pie, this book covers every part of pumpkin growth and
includes outstanding back matter.

978-1-53411-184-4

Carl and the Meaning of Life by Deborah Freedman
Grades K-3rd

This is an excellent and whimsical story told through the eyes of Carl the
earthworm as he questions what he was put on this earth to do.

978-0451-47498-8



My Grandpa, My Tree, and Me by Roxanne Troup
Grades K-3rd

Although grandpa tends to all the trees in the orchard, he gives special
attention to one tree in particular - a pecan tree he planted for his
granddaughter on the day she was born. 

978-1-953458-55-1

Hopefully the Scarecrow by Michelle Houts
Grades K-3rd

One of our favorite authors describes the enduring power of friendships
and shows the important ways that stories connect us.

978-0-593-20690-4

Josephine and Her Dishwashing Machine by Kate Hannigan
Grades 2nd-5th

Written by an Illinois author about a famous, but lesser known, Illinois
inventor who created one of the world’s most-used kitchen appliances.
Check out the importance of Shelby County and the 1894 World’s Fair. 

978-1-63592-621-7

Buzzing With Questions: The Inquisitive Mind of Charles Henry Turner
by Janice N. Harrington
Grades 2nd-5th

Another excellent Illinois author explores a pathbreaking entomologist,
Charles Henry Turner, who had an unstoppable quest for knowledge, even
in the face of discrimination. 

978-1-62979-558-4



Underground  Fire: Hope, Sacrifice, and Courage in the Cherry Mine Disaster 
by Sally M. Walker
Grades 5th-9th

A young adult read about a 1909 mine disaster in rural Bureau County.
Connections to agriculture? Everything comes from the soil; we can grow it
and mine it and the importance of rural communities.

978-1-5362-1240-2

Dry by Neal Shusterman and Jarrod Shusterman
Grades 7th-9th

What if the Colorado River runs dry? This dystopian story takes readers
through a major drought that escalates to catastrophic proportions, forcing
the characters to make life or death decisions.  

978-1-4814-8197-7

It is Time: The Life of a Caterpillar by Lizzy Rockwell
Grades K-3rd

This guided reading book walks us through the life and times of a
caterpillar, and is an excellent month-long experiment you can read over
and over again. 

978-0-8234-5079-4

Rooting for Plants: The Unstoppable Charles S. Parker, Black Botanist and
Collector by Janice N. Harrington
Grades 2nd-5th

A look at the fascinating and inspiring life of a scientist from the 1880s
who made outstanding contributions to the fields of botany and mycology. 

978-1-6626-8019-9



The Peach Pit Parade: A World War 1 Story by Shana Keller
Grades K-3rd

An extraordinary story of how peach pits helped soldiers of the ‘War To End
All Wars’. This story brings the importance of all aspects of agriculture to
life when everyone is called to do their part to help the war effort. 

978-1-5341-1138-7

Farm Boots by Lisl Detlefsen
Grades K-3rd

Each season brings different chores, weather, and activities. Follow
farming families as they find the perfect boots that will help them get their
work done.

978-1-948898-11-9
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